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Abstract

The study explores the binary concepts of "wisdom" and "truth" along with their paired and equivalent counterparts within the Russian and
English linguistic consciousness. These mental constructs are examined as fundamental categories of human cognition and perception, forming a
complex interaction between language and thought. By analyzing the direct and figurative verbalization of these concepts, the research focuses
on the linguistic means employed in L.N. Tolstoy’s epic novel "War and Peace" (Volume 1) and its English translation. The investigative
framework adopts an interdisciplinary approach, synthesizing cognitive linguistics, linguoculturology, and philosophy to examine "verbalized
behavior" and the specifics of conceptual relationships [42, 89; 95]. Through the application of a cognitive-discursive method, the analyzed units
are systematized at both informational and semantic levels. This methodology allows for a detailed mapping of elements within the general
linguistic picture of the world as well as the author’s individual conceptual system. The findings establish a basis for understanding how systemic
reflexes and cultural contexts shape the representation of binary constructs across different languages. By bridging the gap between philosophical
categories and linguistic reality, the study provides a new perspective on the intercultural adaptation of profound moral and cognitive values.

Such a systematic approach highlights the evolution of conceptual structures in translation and their role in the global informational space.
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INTRODUCTION

The emergence of cognitive linguistics represents a genuine
revolution in the study of language. Language is now viewed
not merely as an autonomous system governed by its own
rules, but as an instrument for understanding the full range of
mental processes occurring in the human mind and shaping the
individual’s essence within society. The cognitive paradigm
emphasizes an interdisciplinary approach, encouraging the
investigation of language in conjunction with other sciences.
This interdisciplinarity is also reflected in the cognitive-
discursive method. As E.S. Kubryakova notes, “linguistic
analysis takes the form of cognitive analysis when the primary
emphasis is placed on the phenomenon’s participation in
cognitive processes, in acts of processing and reprocessing
information perceived by humans, etc. Yet the analysis of the
same phenomenon takes the form of discursive analysis when
its specificity in acts of communication is examined, i.e., when
the context is taken into account” [14, 155]. Following Yu.S.
Stepanov, we understand the concept as a general category that
constitutes a cultural value, endowed with emotional and
aesthetic components, and comprising several layers: literal,
passive, actual, and multi-layered. The concept transcends
immediate manifestations and occupies a meta-position,
thereby engaging the pragmatic dimension [35, 44].

Review of Previous Research

The present study builds upon scholarly positions that identify
the concept as the central unit in analyzing the linguistic
worldview a complex mental construct marked by national and
cultural specificity.
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The concept is realized in language and encompasses
cognitive, figurative, and axiological components (D.S.
Likhachev, Yu.S. Stepanov, S.G. Vorkachev, V.I. Karasik,
S.Kh. Lyapin, G.G. Slyshkin). Linguocultural concepts lend
themselves to objective description through the analysis of
dictionary definitions, value-marked utterances, etymological
features, and data from associative experiments (V.V.
Krasnykh, Z.D. Popova, G.G. Slyshkin, I.A. Sternin). They
manifest in linguistic consciousness and communicative
practice, allowing for multidimensional interpretation (A.
Wierzbicka, W. von Humboldt, V.T. Klokov, O.A.
Leontovich, D.S. Likhachev, G.G. Slyshkin, Yu.S. Stepanov,
S.G. Ter-Minasova). Despite the fact that different branches of
linguistics (linguoculturology, cognitive linguistics, semiotics,
etc.) define the concept in varying ways, its essential features
remain consistent: the concept is the minimal unit of human
experience expressed through words; it serves as the basic unit
for processing, storing, and transmitting knowledge; and it is
both a linguistic and mental entity conditioned by national-
cultural specificity. This confirms the undeniable link between
language and culture. Since the surrounding world is
comprehended and interpreted by the individual through
categorization and conceptualization of knowledge in
language, the importance of oppositional thinking must also be
considered. Such thinking may be represented by contrasting
pairs, which modify and expand the notion of binarity as a
category employed by humans to understand culture: the first
pair implies a narrow understanding of opposition, while the
second pair suggests a broad one [1, 80]. We adhere to the
broad interpretation of binarism, paying attention to gradation
in terms i.e., the “more—or—less” scheme [21, 28], which
enables the study of intermediate positions in oppositions. We
also take into account the relationship between part and whole,
following Claude Lévi-Strauss [24, 416].
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Accordingly, in this study we employ the term binary concepts
(within the Russian linguistic worldview), as it conveys the
idea of “consisting of two parts,” functioning as both a
connecting and contrasting element for the concepts under
examination, such as wisdom — truth. Philosophical and
Cultural Context

Throughout the history of philosophy and religion, much has
been said about morality, ethics, and spiritual wisdom. For
centuries, great thinkers of Eastern and Western traditions have
asked the question: “What is wisdom?” This question remains
one of the central themes of philosophy to this day. Wisdom is
regarded as an absolute value of life, a universal language, and
the singular spiritual culture of both East and West. It
embodies the unity of truth and goodness, knowledge and love,
reason and heart, the living embodiment of an idea, and the
complete transformation of life [27].

Presentation of Core Material

To grasp the nature of wisdom, it is necessary to turn to
dictionaries. Accordingly, we analyze the conceptual features
of the mental construct under study (Table 1), which are
actualized in dictionary meanings in the form of semantic
components (semes) of the word representing the concept.

Conceptual features of the concept ‘wisdom’

Drawing upon data from such lexicographic sources as The
Online Etymological Dictionary of the Russian Language by
Shansky [34, 275], The Etymological Dictionary of the
Russian Language by A.l. Semenov [33], Explanatory
Dictionary by V.I. Dal, vol. 2 [11, 362], Dictionary of the
Russian Language by S.I. Ozhegov [28, 366], Explanatory
Dictionary of the Russian Language by D.V. Dmitriev [16],
and Explanatory Dictionary by D.N. Ushakov, vol. 2 [18, 139],
we systematize the information and propose our own
definition, obtained through componential (seme) analysis.
Wisdom is a state or quality of the human mind expressed in a
profound understanding of life phenomena and events,
grounded in extensive life experience and knowledge. It is the
capacity to make sound decisions based on common sense,
truth, and goodness, as well as the ability to act in accordance
with these principles in order to achieve well-being and
harmony both in one’s personal life and within society.

Summarizing our reasoning, we distinguish the following
lexico-semantic variants (LSVs) of the concept wisdom:

LSV — profound intellect, the highest degree of rationality.
LSV — a set of practically acquired knowledge, skills, and
abilities, i.e., experience, knowledge, and understanding of life.
LSV — words, actions, and speech grounded in life experience,
correct and just.

LSV — the moral dimension.

Thus, wisdom is not merely knowledge and understanding, but
also the ability to apply this information in life and to make
appropriate decisions based on experience and common sense.
It encompasses respect for others, recognition of one’s own
mistakes, and openness to growth and development.

In the culture of any nation, the system of values occupies a
special place. Values represent the fundamental characteristics
of culture and the highest behavioral guidelines, embodying a

personally colored attitude toward the world. They are shaped
under the influence of human desires, emotions, needs, beliefs,
the prevailing ideology of society, and many other factors.
Consequently, values may reflect national culture and a
nation’s worldview. These basic philosophical universals,
which broadly designate the positive or negative significance
of a given object or phenomenon of reality, find expression in
language in the form of cultural concepts.

Accordingly, we now turn to dictionaries for the analysis of the
essence of truth.

Conceptual features of the concept ‘truth’

Having analyzed the data provided by explanatory dictionaries
(Explanatory Dictionary by V.I. Dal [11, 59], Dictionary by M.
Fasmer, vol. 2 [19, 142], Explanatory Dictionary by D.N.
Ushakov, vol. 1 [17, 669], Dictionary of the Russian Language
by S.I. Ozhegov [28, 257], T.F. Efremova’s New Dictionary of
the Russian Language: Explanatory and Word-Formation [15],
and S.A. Kuznetsov’s Comprehensive Explanatory Dictionary
of the Russian Language [23, 403]), we arrive at the
conclusion that truth is a concept that integrates several
aspects:

1. Transcendent information — a higher source describing
reality objectively; an indisputable absolute, unlike pravda
(“factual truth”).

2. Correspondence to reality — truth signifies that a statement,
representation, or judgment reflects the actual state of
affairs or phenomena, being accurate and valid.

3. Knowledge and understanding — truth is linked to the
processes of cognition and comprehension of the world. It
implies the correct interpretation of objective reality,
consistent with logic and facts.

4. Moral ideal — truth may also pertain to moral values and
principles, to the acceptance of genuine ideals or values.

As is well known, conceptualization is the process of forming
notions and ideas in human consciousness. It arises through
interaction with the surrounding world in everyday life,
through the acquisition of experience via perception,
movement, and observation. By interpreting new information,
identifying its features, and classifying it, we arrive at the
conceptualization of reality [3, 24].

The process of concept formation begins with sensory and
figurative perception and gradually transitions to more abstract
and rational understanding. In young children, concepts are
typically represented by concrete sensory images, which are
progressively enriched with new characteristics and elements,
thereby deepening and expanding their meaning and shaping
the structure of the concept [32, 85]. An image is a sensory
form of mental manifestation that inherently possesses spatial
and temporal organization. In the course of action, this image
may change, enriched by practical interaction with the world.
The scope of the image is unlimited it may encompass both the
minutest details and the universe as a whole. Any abstract
content may be embodied in a sensory image, including inner
speech or key words associated with abstract notions [2]. The
figurative dimension of the concept, according to V.I. Karasik,
comprises aspects of objects, phenomena, and events that we
perceive through our senses and feelings and that are preserved
in memory. These aspects represent essential features of
practical experience and knowledge [20, 107]. Yu.S. Stepanov
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describes this dimension of concepts as “the delicate films of
civilization” which, when assembled into a mosaic, form a new
universal anthropology. Like a weaver creating a unique
tapestry, we, working with the reverse side of concepts,
perceive a seeming chaos of knots and threads which,
nevertheless, on the front side unfolds as divine beauty. This
metaphor helps us to grasp the external dimension of the
concept and penetrate its essence [36, 18].

Accordingly, we now turn to the figurative features of the
concept wisdom in Tolstoy’s War and Peace, Volume I [38].

«Bcerna ¢ crapmuiMu JeTbMu Myopsim, XOTAT CIeNaTh 4YTo-
HUOYb HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE, — CKasana rocThsi. — YTO rpexa
tauTh, machere! I'padunronikamyopura ¢ Bepoli, — ckasan
rpad. — Hy, na uro ! Bcé-Taku ciaBHas BbILLIA, — MPUOABUII
oH, opmoOputenbHO mnoamuruBas Bepe» (lit. They always
contrive something unusual with the elder children, said the
guest. What’s the use of concealing it, ma chére! The countess
contrived with Vera, said the count. Well, what of it! She
turned out splendid after all, he added, giving Vera an
approving wink) [38, 88].

o Contrive— carries a negative connotation: to make
something unnecessarily complicated, to seek more
complex solutions while neglecting simple and clear ones.

«—Ho BBl 3Haere, Balle NOPEBOCXOTUTENBCTBO, MYOpoe
NpaBmIIO, IPEINUCHIBAIONIEE MIPEAIOIaraTh Xyamee, — cka3ail
ABCTPUICKUIA TeHepall, BUIUMO JKeJlasi TIOKOHYUTD C IIYTKaMH
u mpuctynuTh K gemy» (lit. But you know, Your Excellency,
the wise rule that prescribes assuming the worst, said the
Austrian general, evidently wishing to put an end to the jokes
and proceed to business) [38, 258].

e Wise—possessing great intellect, grounded in knowledge
and experience.

«Hudero He HaiineHo, omaTh ToBOpUia cede IIbep, HUUETO HE
NpUAYyMaHo. 3HAaTh MBI MOXXEM TOJBKO TO, YTO HHUYEro He
3HaeM. U 3To BbICIIAsl CTENEHb YEJIOBEUECKON npemyopocmuy
(lit. Nothing has been found, Pierre kept telling himself,
nothing has been devised. We can know only that we know
nothing. And this is the highest degree of human wisdom) [38,
728].

o The highest degree of human wisdom (or premudrost’)—
archaic term, denoting profound wisdom.

«— Krto 181? UtO THI? THI MeuTaens o cede, YTO THI Myopel,
MOTOMY 4TO ThI MOT TIPOU3HECTH TH KOUIYHCTBEHHBIE CJIOBA, —
CKasaJl OH C MPAayHOM M MPE3PUTENBHOM YCMEUIKOM, — a Thl
royrnee u Oe3ymMHee Majoro peOeHKa, KOTOpBI ObI, Wrpas
YJacTAMU UCKYCHO CACJIaHHBIX 4aCOB, OCMEIINJICA 6bl TOBOPUTD,
4TO, [IOTOMY YTO OH HC NOHMMACT HaA3HAYCHHUA OTHUX 4aCOB, OH
W HE BEpUT B MacTepa, KoTopblit ux caenam» (lit. Who are you?
What are you? You imagine yourself a sage because you dared
to utter those blasphemous words, he said with a grim and
contemptuous smile, yet you are more foolish and more mad
than a little child who, playing with the parts of a skillfully
made clock, would dare to say that, because he does not
understand the purpose of the clock, he therefore does not
believe in the master who made it) [38, 734-735].

e Sage— a wise man, thinker, a person of great intellect ®
(negative connotation, since what appears does not ®
coincide with truth).

«— Beicmias mydpocme u ucmuna €CTh Kak Obl YHCTEHIIast
BJIara, KOTOPYIO MbI XOTHM BocnpuHsaTh B cebs...» (lit. The
highest wisdom and truth are like the purest moisture, which
we long to absorb within ourselves) [38, 736].

o The highest wisdom— profound intellect, the highest degree
of rationality (1 LSV).

«— BrIcmas myopocms 0CHOBaHa HE HA OIHOM pa3yme, He Ha
TEX CBETCKMX HayKaX (DU3UKH, UCTOPHUH, XUMHH U T. [., HA
KOTOpbIE  pacmajaeTcs 3HAHWE YMCTBEHHOE. Bbicmias
Myopocme opfHa. Beicuias myopocms UMeeT ONHY HAayKy —
HayKy BCEro, HayKy, OOBSCHSIOIIYIO BCE MHPO3JAHUE WU
3aHHMaeMoe B HeM MecTo denoBekay (lit. The highest wisdom
is founded not upon reason alone, nor upon those secular
sciences—physics, history, chemistry, and so forth—into
which intellectual knowledge is divided. The highest wisdom is
one. The highest wisdompossesses a single science: the science
of everything, the science that explains the entire universe and
the place of man within it) [38, 736].

o The highest wisdom — equated with truth, a revelation
from above that describes reality objectively;, an
indisputable absolute, in contrast to a relative truth.

«— Her, s HeHaBMXKy CBOIO JKM3Hb, — CMOPIIACH IPOTOBOPHII
IIbep. — Thl HEHABUUIIID, TAK U3MEHH €€, OUYUCTH ceOs, U 10
Mepe OYMIICHUs Thl OyJeub no3HaBath Myopocmoy (lit. No, 1
hate my life, Pierre muttered, grimacing. If you hate it, then
change it, purify yourself, and as you purify, you will come o
know wisdom) [38, 737].

o To know wisdom— to attain wisdom, understood as the
meaning derived from life experience.

«— Jlas 9ero BBI MPHUIDIHA Clofa? — CIPOCHI BOIISAIIHN, IO
LIOpOXY, cenaHHomy IIbepom, oOpaliasch B €ro CTOpOHY. —
st yero Bbl, HEBEPYIOLIUI B MCTUHBI CBETA M HE BUIAIIUN
CBeTa, /ISl Yero Bbl NPUIIUIMA CIOJIa, Y€ro XOTUTE BBl OT Hac?
Ipemyopocmu, nodponerenu, npocemenus?» (lit. Why have
you come here? asked the newcomer, turning toward Pierre at
the sound he had made. Why have you, unbelieving in the
truths of light and blind to that light, why have you come here?
What do you seek from us—wisdom, virtue, enlightenment?)
[38, 745].

«— BBI HIlleTe HCTHHBI TS TOTO, YTOOBI CIIEA0BATH B KU3HU €€
3aKOHAM; CICJIOBATENbHO, BBl HINETE HpemMyopocmu W
no0pozeTeny, He Tak ju? — CKa3aja PUTOp MOCIE€ MUHYTHOTO
moguanus» (lit. You seek truth in order to follow its laws in
life; therefore you seek a supreme wisdom and virtue, do you
not? said the rhetor after a moment’s silence) [38, 746].

o  Supreme wisdom (or premudrost’)— archaic, profound
wisdom.

«$l 3HarO B KM3HM TOJILKO J[Ba HACTOSIIMX HECUACThs: ITO
yIpBI3E€HUE COBECTU U OoJe3Hb. 11 eauHCTBEHHOE Onaro ecth
OTCYTCTBHE 3TUX 30J1. JKUTH Juis cebs, nzberas TOJBKO 3THUX
JBYX 30JI: BOT BCsl Mos mydpocms tenepby» (lit. I know in life
only two true misfortunes: pangs of conscience and illness.
And the sole blessing is the absence of these evils. To live for
oneself, avoiding only these two evils—that is all my
wisdomnow) [38, 807].

life

My wisdom —wisdom, understood as experience,

knowledge, and comprehension of existence.
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«Curo 1menp mpearnoiarago caMo XpHCTHAHCTBO. OHO YYHIIO
JOAeH OBITh MYyOpbiMu W JOOPBIMH, U JJIS1 COOCTBEHHOU CBOEH
BBITOZIBI CIIEIOBAaTh IMPUMEPY M HACTABJICHHSM JIYYLIUX H
myopetiuux denosexon» (lit. This very aim was presupposed
by Christianity itself. It taught people to be wise and good, and,
for their own benefit, to follow the example and the teachings
of the best and wisest of men) [38, 916].

o To be wise — possessing great intellect, grounded in
knowledge and experience.

o The wisest of men— a very wise man, endowed with great
intellect and profound experience.

«Bcskas HacuibCTBeHHass pedopMma TOCTOWHA ITOPUIAHHA,
MOTOMY YTO HHM MajiO HE MCIPABHT 3J1a, OKA JIFOJU OCTAIOTCS
TaKOBBI, KAKOBBI OHHU €CTh, M IIOTOMY 4TO MYOPOCHIb HE UMEET
Hyx1pl B Hacuaum» (lit. Every violent reform merits reproach,
for it cannot dispel evil so long as human beings remain as
they are; and wisdom, in its essence, has no need of force [38,
915-916].

e Wisdom has no need of force— it is a nonviolent wisdom,
attained by nonviolent means: 1) profound intellect; 2)
knowledge and an understanding of life, that is, experience.

«M mpaBo, BOT HacTosuit mydpey! ogymai [Isep, HIUETO HE
BUJIUT JaJblile HACTOSIICH MHHYTHI YJOBOJBCTBHS, HUYTO HE
TPEBOXKHT €ro, U OTTOr0 BCEr/a BECEJ, JOBOJICH M CIOKOCH.
Yrobeisgan, uroosiObThTakiMKakoH!» (lit. Indeed, here is a
true sage! thought Pierre. He perceives nothing beyond the
present moment of delight; nothing disturbs him, and thus he
remains ever cheerful, content, and serene. What would I not
give to be as he is! [38, 1241].

. A true sage—is one who requires neither self-
deception, nor the solace of fables, nor even reliance upon
fortune in order to attain happiness; he is self-sufficient and
therefore free. In other words, this condition is intrinsically
linked to spiritual practices: the human being apprehends truth
through spiritual development. (In Hinduism, jiva denotes the
vital principle of self-consciousness that organizes matter,
while moksa signifies spiritual liberation as the ultimate goal
of life. In Jainism, jiva refers to the soul as the active agent of
perception and action, and moksa designates liberation.) [10,
329].

Thus, to the core of the concept ‘wisdom’ we assign: wise, to
apprehend wisdom, wisdom, and wisdom has no need of
violence (Figure 1). The near periphery is constituted by the
following components: fo contrive, supreme wisdom, sage,
higher wisdom, the wisest of men. The distant periphery
includes: higher wisdom equated with truth, the true sage.

/
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// Distant periphery ™ ' el
/ \\ a true sage
/ — \
/ 7 ——
/ ~ ~ \\
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Fig. 1. Field model of the concept ‘wisdom’(L. V. Parahonco)

Let us examine the figurative features of the concept ‘truth’ in
War and Peace, Volume I [38].

«— IlpotuB T1Boe#l Bomm OH cmaceT M NOMHIyeT TeOs U
obparut Teds k Cebe, moTomy uro B Hem omHOM M ucmuna v
YCIIOKOEHHUE, — CKa3aJla OHa JPOXKALIUM OT BOJIHEHUS FOJIOCOM,
C TOPXKECTBEHHBIM JKECTOM Jepka B O0EHX pyKax mepen
OpaToM OBaJbHBIA CTApUHHBIA 00pa3ok CracuTess ¢ YepHbIM
JIMKOM B cepeOpsHOi pu3e Ha cepeOpsHOil LernovKe MEeNKOH
pabote( lit. Against your will He shall save you, have mercy
upon you, and turn you toward Himself, for in Him alone
dwell both truth and repose,” she declared, her voice trembling
with emotion, while with a solemn gesture she held before her
brother an oval, antique icon of the Savior, its dark visage set
within a silver riza, suspended on a finely wrought silver chain.
[38, 224].

e Truth— a divine essence that leads to salvation, mercy, and
repose.

«— Brplcmas MynpocTb W ucmuma €CTh Kak Obl YMCTeHIIas
BJIara, KOTOPYIO MBI XOTHM BOCHpUHATH B ce0s...»(lit.
Supreme wisdom and #ruth are as the purest of waters, which
we long to absorb within ourselves...) [38, 736].

o Supreme truth is a moral ideal; it may also pertain to moral
values and principles, as well as to the acceptance of
genuine ideals or values.

«— Exenu ecte Bor u ecth Oyaymias )KH3Hb, TO €CTh UCHUHA,
€CcTh JOOpPOAETENb; W BBICIIEE CYACTHE YEIOBEKA COCTOUT B
TOM, 4TOOBI CTPEMHUTHCS K JOCTHKEHUIO uX. Hamo uTh, HA/IO
JTI00UTh, HAZO0 BEpHUTh, — roBopua I[lbep, — YTO KUBEM He
HBIHYE TOJBKO HA 3TOM KJIOYKE 3€MJIU, a KHJIU U OyJIeM JKUTh
BEYHO TaM BO BceM (oH ykaszan Ha Heb6o)» (lit. If there is God
and there is a life to come, then there is fruth, there is virtue;
and the highest happiness of man lies in striving toward their
attainment. One must live, one must love, one must believe,”
said Pierre, “that we exist not merely today upon this small
patch of earth, but that we have lived and shall live eternally,
there, in the All” — and he pointed toward the heavens) [38,
819].

e Truth is a spiritual value, the ultimate goal of human life,
and the foundation for spiritual development and
happiness.

«CoCTaBUITICh MAPTHH: OMHK 00BUHSIHM [Ibepa, OCYyKIast ero B
WUTIOMHHATCTBE; IPYTHe MOAIePKUBAIH ero. [Ibepa B TepBbIil
pa3 mopaswiio Ha OTOM COOpaHMH TO OECKOHEYHOE
pa3HooOpa3sre yMOB YEIOBEYECKHX, KOTOPOE AENaeT TO, YTO
HUKaKast UCMUHA OJIMHAKOBO HE MPEACTABISACTCS IBYM JIFOISIM.
Jaxe Te U3 YICHOB, KOTOPBIE Ka3aJ0Ch OBUIM HAa €ro CTOPOHE,
MOHUMAJIH €ro MO CBOEMY, ¢ OrPaHHMYCHHSMH, H3MCHEHHIMHU,
Ha KOTOpble OH HE MOT COIJIACHTbCS, TaK Kak IJaBHAs
motpeGHOCTH [Thepa cocTosia IMEHHO B TOM, YTOOBI ITepenaTh
CBOIO MBICIb JIPYTrOMY TOYHO Tak, Kak OH CaM ITOHHMAJl €e»
(lit. Factions soon formed: some accused Pierre, condemning
him for his Illuminism; others lent him their support. For the
first time, Pierre was struck at this gathering by the boundless
diversity of the human mind, which ensures that no truth ever
appears alike to two individuals. Even those members who
seemed to stand on his side understood him in their own way,
with limitations and alterations to which he could not consent,
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for Pierre’s deepest need was precisely to convey his thought
to another exactly as he himself conceived it) [38, 917-918].

o No truth ever appears alike to two individuals— it is relative
and mutable, dependent upon each person’s perception, and
functions as a synonym for ‘pravda’ (truth).

«OH coBeTOBaJ MHE HE OTCTPAHATBHCS OT OOLICHUS C
nerepOyprckuMH  OpaThsiMH M, 3aHHMas B JIOXKE TOJBKO
IOJIDKHOCTH 2-TO Tpagyca, CTaparhCs, OTBIEKas OpaTbeB OT
YBICYEHUH TOPOOCTH, OOpalmiaTh WX Ha UCMUHHBLL ITyTh
CaMOIIO3HAaHKS U COBepLIeHCTBOBaHU. Kpome Toro, s cebst
JMYHO COBETOBAJl MHE IIepBee BCEr0 CIEAUTH 3a CAMUM CO00I0,
U C 3TOI0 LIENBI0 Ja] MHE TeTpajb, Ty CaMylo, B KOTOPOil s
nunry ¥ OyAy BIMCHIBATH BIpelb Bce cBoM moctynkm» (lit. He
advised me not to withdraw from communion with the
Petersburg brethren and, while occupying only the offices of
the second degree within the lodge, to strive to divert the
brothers from the enticements of pride and to guide them
toward the true path of self-knowledge and perfection.
Moreover, for myself personally, he counseled me above all to
watch over my own conduct, and for this purpose he gave me a
notebook — the very one in which I now write and shall
henceforth inscribe all my actions) [38, 922].

e The true path is conceived as the pursuit of becoming a
better self through awareness and self-analysis.

«S1 Hauan 6bIJ'IO OCYyXaTb, HO BCIIOMHHJI O CBOUX ITpaBUjiaxX U
cioBa OmarozeTenst HalIEro O TOM, YTO UCHMUHHbIL MAacOH
JIOJDKEH OBITh YCepAHBIM JesTeJIeM B TOCyIapcTBe, Korja
TpeOyeTcst ero yyacTue, U CIIOKOHHBIM CO3epLaTesieM TOro, K
gemy oH He npusBan» (lit.] was on the verge of condemning,
yet I recalled my own rules and the words of our benefactor:
that a true Mason must be a diligent servant of the state when
his participation is required, and a tranquil contemplator of that
to which he is not called) [38, 929].

o A true Mason is a genuine Mason, that is, one who follows
the secret movement combining the tasks of moral self-
perfection with the utopian aim of uniting humanity in a
religious fraternal alliance [22, 574].

«IIpep mocne cmaToBcTBa KHs31 AHmpes u Haramm, 06e3
BCSKOM ~ OYEBMAHON  NPWUYMHBL, BAPYr  [OYYBCTBOBAJ
HEBO3MOXKHOCTh IIPOJOJDKATh IPENKHIOW KU3Hb. Kak HH
TBEPHO OH ObUT YOEXKIEH B uUCMUHAX, OTKPBHITHIX €My €ro
OiarozmereneM, Kak HA PaJOCTHO €My OBLTIO TO IEpPBOE BpeMs
YBIIEUCHHSI BHYTpPEHHEH pPabOTOW CaMOCOBEpIICHCTBOBAHMUS,
KOTOPO# OH MPEAANICS ¢ TAKUM YKapOM, MOCIEe TOMOJIBKH KHSI3SI
Amnnpes ¢ Haramreii u nociie cmeptu Mocuda AnexceeBuua, o
KOTOpOﬁ OH IMOJIYYHJI U3BECTUC MOYTH B TO K€ BpEM:A, — BCA
HpenecTb STOH NpexHEH Ku3Hu BAPYr nponaia s Heroy (lit.
After the betrothal of Prince Andrei and Natasha, Pierre,
without any apparent reason, suddenly felt the impossibility of
continuing his former life. However firm his conviction in the
truths revealed to him by his benefactor, however joyous those
first days of devotion to the inner work of self-perfection to
which he had surrendered with such ardor, yet after the
engagement of Prince Andrei to Natasha and the death of
Joseph Alekseevich, news of which reached him almost at the
same time, all the charm of that earlier life suddenly vanished
for him) [38, 1125].

o Convinced of the truths revealed to him by his benefactor
(Tolstoy 2022: 1125) —knowledge bestowed from above.

Thus, to the core of the concept ‘truth’ we assign: truth itself,
conviction in the truths revealed to him byhis benefactor
(Figure2). The near periphery consists of the following
components: no truth appears identically to two individuals,
the true path, the true Mason. The distant periphery includes:
supreme truth, and truth in its connection with spiritual values
and the moral ideal.

—_— /

N The highest truth,
5 v truth
\ .

~" Distant periphery;

[ Mo truth same to two
people, true path,
| true Mason

ll. // Near periphery ‘\ ]

( Truth, convinced o
revealed to him by his
\_benefacto

| N
/ |/
NV |/
\\\ I.' The core \l // y

Fig. 2. Field model of the concept ‘truth’(L. V. Parahonco)

The results of the comparison of binary concepts are presented
in Table 1.

Table 1. Comparison and correlation of the concepts ‘wisdom’
and ‘truth’.

WISDOM TRUTH
Basicconceptualfeature
The core of the concept The core of the concept ‘truth’ is

information  bestowed  from  above,
describing  reality  objectively;  an
indisputable absolute, in contrast to
pravda. It signifies correspondence to
actuality: truth means that a statement,
representation, or judgment reflects the
real state of affairs or phenomena, and
that it is valid and accurate (truth,
conviction in the truths revealed to him by
his benefactor).

‘wisdom’ is profound intellect,
the highest degree of rationality,
a synthesis of practically
assimilated knowledge, skills,
and abilities, that is, experience,
knowledge, and understanding
of life (wise, to attain wisdom,
wisdom, wisdom has no need of
violence).

Conceptualsub-features

The near periphery of the The near periphery of the concept ‘truth’
concept  ‘wisdom’ comprises is cognition and understanding — truth is
words, actions, and speech  associated with the process of knowing

grounded in life experience, and comprehending the world. This

characterized as correct and implies the correct interpretation of
just (to act with cunning, objective reality, consistent with logic and
profound wisdom, sage,  facts (no truth appears identically to two

individuals, the true path, the true Mason).
The distant periphery is the moral ideal —
truth may also pertain to moral values and
principles, to the acceptance of true ideals
or values (supreme truth, truth).

supreme wisdom, the wisest of
men). The distant periphery
involves the moral dimension
(supreme wisdom equates with
truth, the genuine sage).

Thus, wisdom and truth are distinct yet interrelated concepts,
each associated with different aspects of cognition and
understanding of the world. Wisdom is grounded in personal
experience and the ability to analyze that experience, whereas
truth represents an objective fact that can be verified through
empirical methods and logical reasoning. Since the concepts of
wisdom and truth are also binary, as noted earlier, it is possible
to identify common features between them.

First, wisdom constitutes an important component of truth.
Wise individuals strive to comprehend the world and reason on
the basis of facts and information available to them. They may
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also remain open to diverse perspectives and acknowledge the
possibility that their own beliefs could be mistaken.

Second, wisdom and truth serve as foundations for decision-
making. Wise individuals employ their experience and
knowledge to make informed decisions—decisions based on
complete, accurate, and verified information, as well as on the
wisdom and knowledge of the decision-maker. Truth, in turn,
may function as a crucial factor in the process of choosing
among alternatives.

Third, wisdom and truth can be regarded as valuable qualities
that enable individuals to live more fulfilling lives. Wisdom
assists in finding balance among various aspects of life, while
truth facilitates understanding of the surrounding world and
supports conscious decision-making grounded in that
understanding. In this way, the concepts of wisdom and truth
intersect within both the near and distant peripheries of their
semantic fields, united by cognition, comprehension of the
world, and morality.

Nevertheless, a certain contradiction may also be observed: it
is virtually impossible to assert the internal self-sufficiency of
human spiritual activity when it is based on experience other
than that limited to material aspects of life. Truth appears as a
form of revelation, a profound vision referred to as
transcendent consciousness, which transcends the boundaries
of logic. Consequently, a person may attain wisdom (provided
it is not conflated with mere rational thought), but not always
truth. For this reason, the contrast between the concepts of
wisdom and truth can be described in terms of quantitative
content—part and whole. This confirms the structural model of
the binary concepts under investigation (Figure3).

describing reality
objectively

indisputable absolute

knowledge and
understanding of
the world

moral ideal

deep intelligence
highest degree

of rationality
knowledge

* Truth

» Wisdom

understanding
of life

Fig. 3. Structural model of the binary concepts ‘wisdom’ and
‘truth’(L. V. Parahonco)

For the contrastive analysis of the concepts wisdom and truth
within the Russian and English linguistic worldviews, we shall
examine the objectification of the concept wisdom in the
English language.

Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary:

e The ability to make good judgments based on what you
have learned from your experience, or the knowledge and
understanding that gives you this ability;

e Wisdom also means the quality of being a good judgment: I
question the wisdom of separating a child from his brothers
and sisters whatever the circumstances [5].

Merriam-Webster:

e Ability to discern inner qualities and relationships
INSIGHT; b) good sense: JUDGMENT; c) generally
accepted belief (challenges what has become accepted
wisdom among many historians Robert Darnton); d)
accumulated  philosophical or scientific learning:
KNOWLEDGE;

e a wise attitude, belief, or course of action; b): the teachings
of the ancient wise men(adidacticbook included in the
Roman Catholic canon of the Old Testament and
corresponding to the Wisdom of Solomon in the Protestant
Apocrypha) [25].

Dictionary.com:

e The quality or state of being wise; knowledge of what is
true or right coupled with just judgment as to action;
sagacity, discernment, or insight.

e Scholarly knowledge or learning: the wisdom of the
schools.

e Wise sayings or teachings; precepts.

e A wise act or saying: (initial capital letter) Douay Bible.
Wisdom of Solomon [12].

The meanings of the adjective form «wise»:

e Having the power of discerning and judging properly as to
what is true or right; possessing discernment, judgment, or
discretion. Synonyms: intelligent, sagacious, sensible, sage;

e Characterized by or showing such power; judicious or
prudent: a wise decision. Antonyms: foolish;

e Possessed of or characterized by scholarly knowledge or
learning; learned; erudite: wise in the law;

e Having knowledge or information as to facts,
circumstances, etc.:We are wiser for their explanations;

e Slang. informed; in the know: You're wise, so why not give
us the lowdown?

e Archaic. having knowledge of magic or witchcraft[12].

Collins English Dictionary:

e Wisdom is the ability to use your experience and
knowledge in order to make sensible decisions or
judgments;

e Wisdom is the store of knowledge that a society or culture
has collected over a long period of time. Synonyms:
knowledge, learning, philosophy, scholarship;

e If you talk about the wisdom of a particular decision or
action, you are talking about how sensible it is. Synonyms:
prudence, reason, sense, intelligence;

® You can use wisdom to refer to ideas that are accepted by a
large number of people [8].

Vocabulary.com:
e Accumulated knowledge or erudition or enlightenment;

e The trait of utilizing knowledge and experience with
common sense and insight (synonyms:wiseness);
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e Ability to apply knowledge or experience or understanding
or common sense and insight (synonyms:sapience);

e The quality of being prudent and sensible (synonyms:
soundness, wiseness) [40].

The Britannica Dictionary:

e A knowledge that is gained by having many experiences in
life. She has gained a lot of wisdom over the years; b: the
natural ability to understand things that most other people
cannot understand: a young person of great wisdom; c:
knowledge of what is proper or reasonable. He had the
wisdom to stop before he said too much; d: good sense or
judgment. I fail to see the wisdom in doing that;

e Advice or information given to a person: folk/divine
wisdom. He shared a valuable bit of wisdom with his
daughter. These stories of ferplenty of wisdom to readers;

e In someone's (infinite) wisdom — used in an ironic way to
say that someone has made a foolish choice or decision. He
decided, in his infinite wisdom, that it would be better to
sell the house than to keep it [37].

Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary:

e The ability to make sensible decisions and give good
advice because of the experience and knowledge that you
have (She was known to be a woman of great wisdom);

e Wisdom of (doing) something how sensible something is.
Question the wisdom of giving a child so much money);

e The knowledge that a society or culture has gained over a
long period of time: the collective wisdom of our people
[29].

Systematizing the lexico-semantic variants of the concept
‘wisdom’, we arrive at the following:1) experience, insight,
counsel; 2) rationality, sound judgment, knowledge, erudition;
3) degree of rationality; 4) collective experience, commonly
acknowledged judgment; 5) teachings of the ancient sages; 6)
possession of information, being informed; 7) knowledge of
magic and sorcery. Based on the lexicographic data presented
above, we outline the structure of the linguo-cultural concept
‘wisdom’. The core of the concept includes the following
components: experience, insight, counsel. The near periphery
comprises rationality, erudition, knowledge, degree of
rationality, the ironic usage ‘to act smart’, collective
experience, commonly acknowledged judgment, and the
teachings of the ancient sages. The distant periphery consists
of being informed and possession of information, and finally,
the extreme periphery encompasses knowledge of magic and
sorcery.

Conceptual features of the concept ‘truth’.
Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary:

e The quality of being true (a grain of truth And yet what he
says contains at least a grain of (= a small amount of)
truth));

e The real facts about a situation, event, or person;

e A fact or principle that is thought to be true by most
people. The entire system of belief is based on a few simple
truths;

e The actual fact or facts about a matter;

e The quality of being true;

e A statement or principle that is generally considered to be
true: a scientific truth.Our system of belief is based on a
few simple truths[6].

Merriam-Webster:

o a:the body of real things, events, and facts: actuality; 2) the
state of being the case: fact; 3)often capitalized: a
transcendent fundamental or spiritual reality; b: a
judgment, proposition, or idea that is true or accepted as
true; truths of thermodynamics; c¢) the body of true
statements and propositions;

e a: the property (as of a statement) of being in accord with
fact or reality; b): fidelity to an original or to a standard;

e a: sincerity in action, character, and utterance; b) archaic:
fidelity, constancy;

e Capitalized Christian Science: God[26].

Collins English Dictionary:

e The quality of being true, genuine, actual, or factual the
truth of his statement was attested;

¢ Something that is true as opposed to false you did not tell
me the truth;

e A proven or verified principle or statement; fact the truths
of astronomy;

e (usually plural) (OykB. OOBIYHOMHOXECTBEHHOCYHCIIO): a

system of concepts purporting to represent some aspect of

the world the truths of ancient religions;

Fidelity to a required standard or law;

faithful reproduction or portrayal the truth of a portrait;

An obvious fact; truism; platitude;

Honesty, reliability, or veracity the truth of her nature;

Accuracy, as in the setting, adjustment, or position of

something, such as a mechanical instrument;

o The state or quality of being faithful; allegiance[9].

Dictionary.com:

e The true or actual state of a matter: He tried to find out the
truth. Synonyms: fact; antonyms: falsehood;

e Conformity with fact or reality; verity;

A verified or indisputable fact, proposition, principle, or

the like;

The state or character of being true;

Actuality or actual existence;

An obvious or accepted fact; truism; platitude;

(often initial capital letter) ideal or fundamental reality

apart from and transcending perceived experience;

Agreement with a standard or original;

Accuracy, as of position or adjustment;

Honesty; sincerity; truthfulness;

Archaic. Fidelity or constancy[13].

Vocabulary.com:

e A true statement;

e A fact that has been verified;

e Conformity to reality or actuality;

e The quality of being near to the true value[41].

Cambridge Learner's Dictionary:

e The real facts about a situation;
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e The quality of being true: there may be some truth in their
claim;

e A fact or idea that people accept is true (moral/religious
truths)[7].

Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary:

e True facts about something, rather than the things that have
been invented or guessed;

e A fact that is believed by most people to be true (universal
truths)[30].

The arrangement of the lexico-semantic variants of the concept
‘truth’ is as follows: 1) fact; 2) reliability, accuracy; 3) verified
statement; 4) commonly acknowledged position, system of
notions, collective knowledge; 5) honesty, sincerity; 6) God,
the Absolute, ideal reality; 7) fidelity, loyalty; 8) the quality of
truthfulness, a share of truth. The configuration (delineation) of
the structure of the linguo-cultural concept ‘truth’ in English is
as follows: Core: fact, reliability, accuracy, verified statement;
Near periphery: commonly acknowledged position, collective
knowledge, system of notions; Distant periphery: moral and
ethical qualities such as honesty, sincerity, fidelity, loyalty;
Extreme periphery: God (the Absolute, ideal reality),
truthfulness (a portion of truth).

Remarks. In English, no distinction is made between istina and
pravda; their absolute overlap is evident. As for the concepts
‘wisdom’ and ‘truth’, they are united by prevailing logicality,
which is determined by the communicative space as a
pragmatically significant aspect: a correlation arises, an
equivalence of extralinguistic factors with referential
relatedness and the thinking of the communicant within this
linguo-culture.

Logicality is represented by the fundamental forms of abstract
thought, namely: the concept (utterance or judgment a
proposition that may be true or false), the judgment (assertion
a statement that requires proof or refutation), and the inference
(reasoning a chain of utterances or assertions connected in a
certain way; a logical operation whereby a new judgment is
derived from one or more given judgments). In this
framework, the logical expression described by wisdom and
truth may assume one of two possible values: truth (logical 1)
or falsehood (logical 0). In other words, a differentiation is
drawn between the true, the truthful, and the false, the wise and
the foolish implying binarism, binary logic in the broad sense.
This means that the pairing of the concepts ‘wisdom’ and
‘truth” within one and the same language, from the standpoint
of traditional representation, is conditioned by the
interconnection of axiological and alethic modality (Figure 4).

Clarification to Figure 4. From the extreme periphery of the
designated informeme ‘truth’, only one cognitive sub-feature
can be correlated with logic (on the basis of the truthfulness of
an utterance) — the qualificative, i.e., the degree of validity of
a statement (truthfulness).

Let us now consider the imprecise usage of the lexemes
wisdom and truth, in which the coincidence of intensional
meanings (as well as extensional ones and referents) proves
problematic and requires additional interpretive effort on the
part of the addressee in order to extract meaning—within the
context of the translational discourse of War and Peace by Leo
Tolstoy (translated by Aylmer Maude and Louise Maude) [39].

Logical expression

Wisdom Truth
The core The core
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verified assertion

l l
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experience, insight,
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Inowledze, degres of
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Fig. 4. Structure of the paired concepts ‘wisdom’ and ‘truth’
(from the perspective of the linguo-cultural approach)(L. V.
Parahonco)

Figurative features of the concept ‘wisdom .

“People are always foo clever with their eldest children and try
to make something exceptional of them," said the visitor”.

“What's the good of denying it, my dear? Our dear countess
was too clever with Véra," said the count. "Well, what of that?
She's turned out splendidly all the same,” he added, winking at
Véra[39,76].

“But you know the wise maxim your excellency, advising one
to expect the worst,” said the Austrian general, evidently
wishing to have done with jests and to come to
business[39,218].

“Nothing has been found out, nothing discovered,” Pierre again
said to himself. ‘All we can know is that we know nothing.
And that’s the height of human wisdom™[39,638].

“Who art thou? Thou dreamest that thou art wise because thou
couldst utter those blasphemous words,” he went on, with a
somber and scornful smile. ‘And thou art more foolish and
unreasonable than a little child, who, playing with the parts of
a skillfully made watch, dares to say that, as he does not
understand its use, he does not believe in the master who made
it” [39,644].

“The highest wisdom and truth are like the purest liquid we
may wish to imbibe[39,645].

“The highest wisdom is not founded on reason alone, not on
those worldly sciences of physics, history, chemistry, and the
like, into which intellectual knowledge is divided. The highest
wisdom is one. The highest wisdom has but one science the
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science of the wholethe science explaining the whole creation
and man’s place in it” [39,646].

“No, I hate my life,” Pierre muttered, wincing. ‘Thou hatest it.
Then change it, purify thyself; and as thou art purified, thou
wilt gain wisdom” [39, 646].

“For what have you come hither?” asked the newcomer,
turning in Pierre’s direction at a slight rustle made by the latter.
‘Why have you, who do not believe in the truth of the light and
who have not seen the light, come here? What do you seek
fromus? Wisdom,virtue, enlightenment?”’[39,653].

“You are seeking for truth in order to follow its laws in your
life, therefore you seekwisdom and virtue. Is that not so?’ said
the Rhetor, after a moment’s pause” [39,655].

“I only know two very real evils in life: remorse and illness.
The only good is the absence of those evils. To live for myself
avoiding those two evils is my whole philosophy now”
[39,705].

“This aim was that of Christianity itself. It taught men to be
wise and good and for heir own benefit to follow the example
andinstruction of the best and wisest men”[39,806].

“Every violent reform deserves censure, for it quite fails to
remedy evil while men remain what they are, and also because
wisdom needs no violence” [39, 806].

“Yes, indeed, that’s a frue sage,” thought Pierre. ‘He sees
nothing beyond the pleasure of the moment, nothing troubles
him and so he is always cheerful, satisfied, and serene. What
wouldn’t T give to be like him!” he thought enviously”
[39,1109].

Structure of the concept wisdom in the English equivalent of
L.N. Tolstoy’s War and Peace: the core:the wise maxim, to
gain wisdom, my philosophy, wisdom needs no violence; near
periphery:to be too clever, the height of human wisdom, art
wise, the highest wisdom, to be wise(Christianity), the wisest
men, a true savage; distant periphery: the highest wisdom has
but one science (as denoting the absolute).

Figurative features of the concept ‘truth’.

“Against your will He will save and have mercy on you and
bring you to Himself, for in Him alone is truth and peace,’ said
she in a voice trembling with emotion, solemnly holding up in
both hands before her brother a small, oval sometimes makes
things trying for you, doesn’t it?” [39,186-187].

“The highest wisdom and fruth are like the purest liquid we
may wish to imbibe,” he said” [39,645].

“If there is a God and future life, there is #7uth and good, and
man’s highest happiness consists in striving to attain them. We
must live, we must love, and we must believe thatwe live not
only today on this scrap of earth, but have lived and shall live
forever, there, in the Whole,” said Pierre, and he pointed to the
sky” [39,715-716].

“Parties were formed, some accusing Pierre of Illuminism,
others supporting him. At that meeting he was struck for the
first time by the endless variety of men’s minds, which

prevents a truth from ever presenting itself identically to two
persons. Even those members who seemed to be on his side
understood him in their own way with limitations and
alterations he could not agree to, as what he always wanted
most was to convey his thought to others just as he himself
understood it” [39,807].

“He advised me not to avoid intercourse with the Petersburg
Brothers, but to take up only second-grade posts in the lodge,
to try, while diverting the Brothers from pride, to turn them
toward the true path self-knowledge and self-perfecting.
Besides this he advised me for myself personally above all to
keep a watch over myself, and to that end he gave me a
notebook, the one I am now writing in and in which I will in
future note down all my actions” [39,812].

“Cize them, but remembered my rules and my benefactor’s
wordsthata true Freemason should be a zealous worker for the
state when his aid is required and a quiet onlooker when not
called on to assist”[39,818-819].

“After Prince Andrews engagement to Natasha, Pierre without
any apparent cause suddenly felt it impossible to go on living
as before. Firmly convinced as he was of the truths revealed to
him by his benefactor...” [39,1002].

“Firmly convinced as he was of the truths revealed to him by
his benefactor” [39,1002].

Structure of the concept ‘truth’ in the English equivalent of
Tolstoy’s War and Peace: the core: truth, variety of truth, the
truth path self-knowledge and self-perfecting; near periphery: a
true Freemason; distant periphery: the truths by (of) his
benefactor, alone is truth, the highest truth.

Conclusion

Thus, from the standpoint of syntagmatics, the concepts
wisdom and truth are equivalent, since their structures coincide
entirely, namely in their motivating component [31, 61]. The
semantic dimension of these mental structures decodes their
semantic fluidity, which may also indicate their possible
equivalence (within the framework of the translational context)
(Figure 5).
Note

A binary relation (the significand of tae concepts Wisdom and Truth implicitly contains binarism) "t” on 2 set A (the informema
“Wisdom") is an equivalence relation if it is reflexive, symmetric, and transitive. To denote squivalence of “¢", mfix notation is usad using
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Fig. 5. Equivalent concepts ‘wisdom and truth’ (from the
perspective of the linguo-cognitive approach)(L. V. Parahonco)

Identification of conceptual features based on the analysis of
the sememes of words representing the concepts wisdom and
truth has enabled us to describe the empirical material more
accurately with regard to determining figurative conceptual
features (drawing on the text of L.N. Tolstoy’s War and Peace,
Volume I). A contrastive analysis of the concepts under
consideration revealed their binarity (in a broad sense). From
the standpoint of the gnoseological aspect (the domain of
cognition and comprehension of the world, as well as morality
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as an indicator of path and direction), they can be compared, as
evidenced by the content of the immediate and remote
peripheries. However, they can also be contrasted on the basis
of the degree of intellectual and spiritual awareness of the
individual: truth, as a rule, differs from wisdom in its
transcendence, being a prolonged process, an ‘existence’ that
absorbs wisdom. Consequently, wisdom constitutes a part of
truth. This circumstance is confirmed by the basic conceptual
features of the binary concepts that form their core. An
intermediate position in this opposition is occupied by pravda
(‘truthfulness’): “Parties were formed: some accused Pierre,
condemning him for his involvement with the Illuminati;
others supported him. Pierre was struck for the first time at this
gathering by the infinite diversity of human minds, which
makes it so that no truth ever appears the same to two people”
[38, 917-918]. This, then, constitutes Tolstoy’s general
understanding of wisdom and truth through the prism of his
characters.

Accordingly, at the foundation of successful communication
among the author, reader, and translator lies the code, or the
rules of the linguistic system, by which information is
‘packaged’ into text and messages are perceived. The code of
each language encompasses classes of signs, the system of
their meanings, and rules of combinatorics, as well as
algorithms for text production. Thus, the code is directly
related to syntax, ensuring the functioning of semiosis, i.e., the
generation of meanings associated with modulation, which also
points to the plasticity of the code [4, 66]. This conclusion is
enabled by the nature of the text: the text is characterized by its
bidirectionality, combining the linguo-cognitive approach
(movement from individual consciousness to culture) and the
linguo-cultural approach (movement from culture to individual
consciousness) [43, 177]. With regard to purely linguistic,
standard consciousness and the interpretation of the meanings
of the concepts under study, we observe the following: the
concepts wisdom and truth differ from their Russian binary
counterparts by their pairing, which is determined primarily by
their logical nature, and therefore they may be interpreted as
partial synonyms. In other words, as Fludd rightly observed,
‘...languages are not so much a mirror of the world (speculum)
as windows into different spheres of reality’ [4, 78]; ‘the map
of the universe includes a series of ordered spaces—mundus
(Lat. mundus — earth, world, universe): Mundus sensibilis —
the physical world, sensory reality; Mundus imaginabilis — the
world of rational concepts; and Mundus intellectualis — the
domain of intellectually comprehensible entities’ [4, 79].
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