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Abstract 
 

Emerging evidence suggests that chronic low-grade inflammation plays a critical role in the pathogenesis of metabolic disorders such as obesity, 
type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), and metabolic syndrome. This phenomenon termed 
immunometabolic crosstalk is driven by complex interactions between immune signaling pathways, metabolic tissues, and environmental factors. 
This study systematically reviewed the molecular mechanisms underpinning the bidirectional relationship between inflammation and metabolic 
dysfunction, with the aim of identifying key pathways, biomarkers, and potential therapeutic targets. A systematic review of 40 peer-reviewed 
articles published between 2020 and 2023 was conducted. The analysis focused on inflammatory signaling cascades (e.g., TLRs, NLRP3 
inflammasomes), immune cell infiltration, mitochondrial and endoplasmic reticulum stress, gut microbiota dynamics, and epigenetic 
modifications. Visual tools including bar charts, pie charts, and line graphs were used to present patterns in molecular mechanisms and 
intervention outcomes. The findings revealed that Toll-like receptor 4 (TLR4)-MyD88-NF-κB signaling and NLRP3 inflammasome activation 
are central drivers of chronic inflammation in metabolic disorders. These pathways promote the secretion of pro-inflammatory cytokines such as 
TNF-α, IL-6, IL-1β, and MCP-1, which impair insulin signaling and glucose metabolism. Adipose tissue was identified as a key 
immunometabolic organ, while mitochondrial dysfunction and gut-derived endotoxemia contributed to systemic inflammation. Epigenetic 
regulators, including miRNAs and histone modifications, influenced the expression of immune-metabolic genes. Pharmacological agents (e.g., 
IL-1 blockers, NLRP3 inhibitors), lifestyle interventions (e.g., diet, exercise), and microbiota-based therapies (e.g., probiotics, fecal transplants) 
significantly reduced inflammatory markers and improved metabolic outcomes. Metabolic disorders are underpinned by complex immunological 
mechanisms that extend beyond traditional endocrinology. Targeting immunometabolic crosstalk through multi-modal interventions offers a 
promising strategy for the prevention and management of obesity-related diseases. Future research should prioritize longitudinal studies, multi-
omics integration, and personalized approaches that address the dual burden of inflammation and metabolic dysfunction. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The intersection of inflammation and metabolic disorders has emerged as a pivotal focus in biomedical research, reflecting the growing burden 
of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) worldwide. Metabolic disorders, including type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), obesity, and non-alcoholic 
fatty liver disease (NAFLD), are increasingly being recognized not merely as metabolic anomalies but as chronic inflammatory conditions. 
Inflammation, traditionally understood as a defense mechanism, becomes maladaptive when persistently activated, contributing significantly to 
metabolic dysfunction (de Oliveira et al., 2021). The crosstalk between immune responses and metabolic pathways is now understood to be 
mediated through complex molecular interactions involving cytokines, adipokines, and innate immune cells such as macrophages, which 
infiltrate metabolic tissues under pathological conditions (López-Pérez et al., 2022). Chronic low-grade inflammation, often referred to as 
"metaflammation," plays a central role in the pathogenesis of metabolic disorders. Adipose tissue, especially visceral fat, is a critical site of 
inflammatory signaling in obesity. It secretes a variety of pro-inflammatory cytokines, including tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-α), 
interleukin-6 (IL-6), and monocyte chemo attractant protein-1 (MCP-1), which contribute to systemic insulin resistance and endothelial 
dysfunction (Haque et al., 2023). These cytokines also activate intracellular pathways such as the nuclear factor kappa-light-chain-enhancer of 
activated B cells (NF-κB) and c-Jun N-terminal kinase (JNK), which interfere with insulin signaling cascades in hepatic and muscular tissues 
(Zhou et al., 2021). As a result, chronic inflammation disrupts glucose homeostasis and promotes lipotoxicity, which exacerbates metabolic 
syndromes. The role of the innate immune system, particularly macrophages, in metabolic regulation is increasingly evident. In lean individuals, 
adipose tissue macrophages typically exhibit an anti-inflammatory M2 phenotype. However, in obesity, there is a phenotypic switch to the pro-
inflammatory M1 state, which secretes harmful cytokines and augments insulin resistance (Cai et al., 2022). This shift is not restricted to adipose 
tissues but extends to the liver and pancreas, where similar inflammatory profiles contribute to NAFLD and beta-cell dysfunction respectively 
(Nguyen et al., 2020). Moreover, pattern recognition receptors such as Toll-like receptor 4 (TLR4), activated by free fatty acids and other 
danger-associated molecular patterns (DAMPs), mediate inflammation in metabolic tissues by triggering downstream inflammatory cascades, 
further aggravating metabolic stress. Recent advances in molecular biology have illuminated the significance of the inflammasome complex, 
especially NLRP3 (NOD-, LRR- and pyrin domain-containing protein 3), in bridging innate immunity and metabolic homeostasis. NLRP3 is 
activated by metabolic stressors, including glucose fluctuations, ceramides, and reactive oxygen species (ROS), promoting the secretion of IL-1β 
and IL-18, which impair insulin signaling and fuel systemic inflammation (Chen et al., 2022). The aberrant activation of the inflammasome has 
been linked to metabolic complications such as diabetic nephropathy, atherosclerosis, and hepatic steatosis. Therefore, NLRP3 represents a 
potential therapeutic target for dampening inflammation in metabolic disease contexts. Epigenetic modifications and gut microbiota have also 
been implicated in the crosstalk between inflammation and metabolic disorders. Epigenetic changes such as DNA methylation and histone 
acetylation modulate the expression of key metabolic and inflammatory genes, thereby influencing disease progression (Zhang et al., 2023).  
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Dysbiosis, or the imbalance in gut microbial composition, leads to increased intestinal permeability and endotoxemia, which stimulates systemic 
inflammation and contributes to insulin resistance (Santos et al., 2021). Microbial metabolites such as short-chain fatty acids (SCFAs) and 
secondary bile acids modulate host metabolism and immune responses, highlighting the gut as a central organ in inflammation-metabolism 
interactions. Furthermore, mitochondrial dysfunction has gained attention as a crucial player in metabolic-inflammation interplay. Mitochondria 
regulate both energy production and immune responses, and their impairment leads to excessive ROS production, mitochondrial DNA release, 
and the activation of inflammatory pathways (Lin et al., 2021). These mitochondrial-derived signals contribute to the pathophysiology of insulin 
resistance and cellular senescence. Additionally, endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress, commonly observed in obese individuals, disrupts protein 
folding and activates inflammatory signaling via the unfolded protein response (UPR), creating another molecular link between cellular stress 
and metabolic inflammation (Yang et al., 2020). The exploration of these molecular mechanisms is not merely of academic interest but carries 
profound clinical implications. Targeting inflammatory pathways has emerged as a promising therapeutic strategy to ameliorate metabolic 
disorders. Pharmacological agents such as IL-1 receptor antagonists (e.g., anakinra), TNF inhibitors, and NLRP3 inflammasome blockers are 
under investigation for their efficacy in improving insulin sensitivity and reducing systemic inflammation (Martínez-Colón et al., 2023). 
Lifestyle interventions such as caloric restriction and exercise have also been shown to mitigate metaflammation by modulating immune cell 
phenotypes and reducing pro-inflammatory adipokine expression (Kim et al., 2022). 
 
The molecular crosstalk between inflammation and metabolic disorders is orchestrated by a complex network of signaling pathways, immune 
cells, and environmental factors. This interplay is central to the pathogenesis and progression of major metabolic diseases. Understanding these 
molecular underpinnings provides a critical foundation for developing integrated therapeutic approaches aimed at disrupting the cycle of chronic 
inflammation and metabolic dysregulation. Despite extensive progress in understanding the mechanisms of metabolic disorders such as type 2 
diabetes mellitus (T2DM), obesity, metabolic syndrome, and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), global prevalence rates remain 
alarmingly high. A persistent gap in knowledge concerns the exact molecular mechanisms that link chronic inflammation to metabolic 
dysfunction. While inflammation has long been recognized as a secondary consequence of metabolic disease, emerging evidence now suggests 
that it plays a causative and regulatory role in initiating and sustaining metabolic disturbances (Zhang et al., 2023; López-Pérez et al., 2022). 
This shift in paradigm raises critical questions: How do inflammatory pathways directly influence glucose and lipid metabolism? What specific 
molecular signals mediate the reciprocal relationship between immune responses and metabolic dysfunction? And how can this knowledge be 
leveraged to develop targeted therapeutic interventions? 
 
A significant research problem lies in the limited integration of molecular immunology with metabolic science in addressing chronic diseases. 
Many current treatment protocols for metabolic disorders predominantly target symptoms such as hyperglycemia or hyperlipidemia without 
addressing the underlying inflammatory drivers of the condition (Chen et al., 2022). Consequently, therapeutic outcomes are often incomplete or 
short-lived, with high relapse rates and persistent comorbidities. Furthermore, conventional anti-inflammatory drugs have limited specificity and 
can impair essential immune functions, which underlines the urgent need for precise molecular-targeted interventions. The lack of translational 
research connecting cellular immune responses, such as inflammasome activation, macrophage polarization, or Toll-like receptor signaling, with 
clinical outcomes in metabolic disease presents a significant challenge to both clinical and research communities (Nguyen et al., 2020). The 
significance of this study lies in its potential to bridge this interdisciplinary gap by exploring the molecular crosstalk between inflammation and 
metabolic dysregulation. Understanding this relationship can uncover biomarkers for early detection of metabolic disorders and identify new 
molecular targets for intervention. For instance, targeting components of the NLRP3 inflammasome or modulating cytokine profiles through 
epigenetic or gut microbiome-based strategies may offer innovative therapeutic avenues (Chen et al., 2022; Santos et al., 2021). Additionally, 
mapping out the interactions between immune cells and metabolic tissues such as adipose, hepatic, and pancreatic cells can enhance personalized 
medicine approaches for treating and managing metabolic disorders. From a public health perspective, this research is timely and vital. Metabolic 
disorders now account for a significant proportion of global mortality and disability-adjusted life years (DALYs), with their prevalence rising 
even in low- and middle-income countries due to increasing rates of obesity, sedentary lifestyles, and dietary changes (Haque et al., 2023). The 
global economic burden of metabolic diseases is projected to surpass trillions of dollars annually, largely due to healthcare costs and productivity 
loss. Thus, delineating the inflammation-metabolism axis could lead to more cost-effective, durable, and comprehensive treatment models, 
particularly in resource-limited settings where prevention and early intervention are crucial. 
 
The central research problem revolves around the insufficient mechanistic understanding of how inflammation and metabolic dysregulation co-
evolve at the molecular level. Addressing this knowledge gap is critical for developing targeted therapies, improving clinical management, and 
enhancing the overall quality of life for patients affected by metabolic disorders. By investigating the precise molecular mechanisms of this 
bidirectional relationship, this study contributes significantly to both basic science and applied biomedical research, offering new directions for 
tackling one of the most pressing health challenges of the 21st century. 
 
The overarching goal of this study is to investigate the molecular mechanisms underlying the crosstalk between inflammation and metabolic 
disorders. This includes exploring the pathways, cellular responses, and molecular mediators that link chronic inflammation with metabolic 
dysregulation in conditions such as obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), metabolic syndrome, and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease 
(NAFLD). By focusing on key immune-metabolic interactions, this research aims to generate evidence that could inform the development of 
targeted therapies and early diagnostic strategies. The research objectives will cover the following  
 
1. To examine the role of chronic low-grade inflammation in the pathogenesis and progression of major metabolic disorders. 
2. To identify and analyze key molecular mediators (e.g., cytokines, inflammasomes, adipokines) that facilitate the crosstalk between immune 

cells and metabolic tissues. 
3. To investigate the involvement of innate immune components, such as macrophage polarization and TLR signaling, in metabolic tissue 

dysfunction. 
4. To assess the contribution of emerging factors such as mitochondrial dysfunction, gut microbiota, and epigenetic modifications in the 

inflammation-metabolism interface. 
5. To evaluate the potential of targeting inflammatory pathways for the prevention and treatment of metabolic diseases. 
 
While the research questions will answer the following 
 
1. How does chronic low-grade inflammation contribute to the onset and progression of metabolic disorders such as obesity and T2DM? 
2. What are the primary molecular signals and cellular interactions that mediate the bidirectional relationship between inflammation and 

metabolic dysregulation? 
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3. How do immune cells, particularly macrophages, influence insulin resistance and metabolic tissue inflammation? 
4. In what ways do mitochondrial dysfunction, gut microbiota dysbiosis, and epigenetic alterations modulate the inflammatory response in 

metabolic disorders? 
5. Can specific inflammatory pathways or mediators be effectively targeted to develop therapeutic interventions for metabolic diseases? 
 
These objectives and questions are formulated to guide a comprehensive investigation of the molecular crosstalk between inflammation and 
metabolic dysfunction. The outcomes of the study are expected to contribute significantly to biomedical research and clinical practice by 
highlighting novel therapeutic targets and improving understanding of the immunometabolic landscape. This study is focused on exploring the 
molecular crosstalk between inflammation and metabolic disorders, with specific emphasis on how chronic low-grade inflammation contributes 
to the pathogenesis of metabolic diseases such as type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), obesity, metabolic syndrome, and non-alcoholic fatty liver 
disease (NAFLD). The scope of this research includes analyzing cellular interactions, signaling pathways, and key mediators such as cytokines, 
inflammasomes, adipokines, and Toll-like receptors (TLRs) that facilitate the interface between immune responses and metabolic dysfunction. 
Furthermore, this study investigates how emerging biological mechanisms such as gut microbiota alterations, mitochondrial dysfunction, and 
epigenetic regulationplay roles in modulating this crosstalk (López-Pérez et al., 2022; Santos et al., 2021). The research draws upon recent 
molecular and biomedical findings published within the last five years, using peer-reviewed literature as its primary data source. It adopts an 
integrative, interdisciplinary approach that synthesizes concepts from immunology, endocrinology, molecular biology, and metabolic physiology 
to provide a comprehensive understanding of the inflammation-metabolism axis. While the study is theoretical in orientation, it seeks to offer 
translational insights that may inform therapeutic innovation and early intervention strategies for metabolic diseases (Chen et al., 2022; Haque et 
al., 2023). 
 
However, certain limitations are acknowledged in the scope of this study. First, the research is limited to molecular-level analysis and does not 
include clinical trial data or population-based epidemiological studies, which may affect the generalizability of the findings to real-world patient 
populations. Second, while the study integrates diverse mechanisms such as gut dysbiosis and epigenetics, it does not explore all possible 
pathways (e.g., adaptive immune responses, neuroendocrine interactions) due to the complexity and breadth of the inflammation-metabolism 
interface. Third, the study focuses primarily on four major metabolic disorders (obesity, T2DM, metabolic syndrome, and NAFLD) and does not 
extensively analyze related conditions such as polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS) or cardiovascular complications, although they share similar 
pathogenic mechanisms (Zhang et al., 2023). Another limitation is the reliance on secondary data and published findings, which may introduce 
bias due to variations in study design, population characteristics, or methodological quality across sources. Additionally, inter-species differences 
between animal models and human physiology limit the direct applicability of certain molecular findings derived from preclinical studies. 
Finally, while the study discusses therapeutic implications, it does not provide experimental validation or drug efficacy testing, thus leaving room 
for future empirical research to build upon its theoretical framework (Nguyen et al., 2020). In conclusion, while this study offers valuable 
insights into the molecular connections between inflammation and metabolic disorders, its scope is intentionally bounded to molecular and 
mechanistic investigations within a recent scientific timeframe. Recognizing its limitations ensures transparency and provides direction for future 
studies aiming to translate molecular insights into clinical solutions. 
 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
Conceptual Clarification 
 
To effectively examine the molecular crosstalk between inflammation and metabolic disorders, it is necessary to clarify the key concepts and 
frameworks that underpin the subject matter. This section defines chronic inflammation and metabolic disorders and introduces the emerging 
concepts of immunometabolism and metaflammation, culminating in a conceptual framework that illustrates the molecular interactions linking 
inflammatory and metabolic pathways. 
 
Definition of Chronic Inflammation 
 
Chronic inflammation refers to a prolonged, low-grade immune response characterized by the sustained presence of pro-inflammatory cytokines, 
immune cell infiltration, and tissue remodeling. Unlike acute inflammation, which is a short-term protective response to infection or injury, 
chronic inflammation persists even in the absence of overt pathogens or trauma, often as a result of internal stressors such as lipid overload, 
oxidative stress, or metabolic dysfunction (Haque et al., 2023). This persistent inflammatory state is largely mediated by innate immune 
mechanisms, including macrophage activation, Toll-like receptor (TLR) signaling, and inflammasome activation, which collectively disrupt 
tissue homeostasis and contribute to the progression of various chronic diseases. 
 
Definition of Metabolic Disorders 
 
Metabolic disorders are a group of conditions that arise from disruptions in normal metabolic processes, including glucose and lipid metabolism, 
energy expenditure, and insulin signaling. The most common metabolic disorders include type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), obesity, metabolic 
syndrome, and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) (López-Pérez et al., 2022). T2DM is characterized by chronic hyperglycemia resulting 
from insulin resistance and β-cell dysfunction. Obesity, particularly visceral obesity, leads to adipose tissue dysfunction and systemic metabolic 
dysregulation. Metabolic syndrome is a cluster of conditions—including hypertension, dyslipidemia, central obesity, and insulin resistance that 
together increase the risk of cardiovascular disease and T2DM. NAFLD involves excessive fat accumulation in the liver, progressing in some 
cases to non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) and fibrosis. These disorders frequently co-occur and are unified by their association with chronic 
inflammation and immune system dysregulation (Chen et al., 2022). 
 
Overview of "Immunometabolism" and "Metaflammation" 
 
The term immunometabolism refers to the interplay between immune responses and metabolic processes, highlighting how immune cells regulate 
and are regulated by metabolic signals (Zhang et al., 2023). This field recognizes that both immune cells and metabolic tissues rely on metabolic 
pathways such as glycolysis, fatty acid oxidation, and mitochondrial respiration to support their function. Immunometabolism also explores how 
metabolic imbalances, such as nutrient excess or oxidative stress, can activate immune responses that exacerbate disease progression. Closely 
related to immunometabolism is the concept of metaflammation, coined to describe the chronic, sterile, and low-grade inflammation driven by 
metabolic excess and stress. Metaflammation is induced by endogenous metabolic signals such as free fatty acids, ceramides, and 
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hyperglycemiarather than external pathogens. These signals activate innate immune receptors and downstream inflammatory pathways, including 
nuclear factor kappa B (NF-κB), inflammasomes (e.g., NLRP3), and mitogen-activated protein kinases (MAPKs) (Santos et al., 2021). Unlike 
classical inflammation, which resolves after a threat is neutralized, metaflammation persists chronically and contributes directly to insulin 
resistance, endothelial dysfunction, and organ damage. 
 
Conceptual Framework of Molecular Crosstalk 
 
The conceptual framework of molecular crosstalk between inflammation and metabolic disorders posits a bidirectional, reinforcing relationship 
between metabolic stress and immune activation. At the core of this framework is the recognition that metabolic tissues such as adipose, liver, 
and pancreas, function not only as energy regulators but also as immune-responsive organs capable of producing cytokines and chemokines 
(López-Pérez et al., 2022). In states of nutrient excess or cellular stress, these tissues recruit immune cells such as macrophages and dendritic 
cells, which secrete pro-inflammatory mediators including TNF-α, IL-6, and interleukin-1β (IL-1β). These cytokines impair insulin signaling by 
interfering with insulin receptor substrate (IRS) phosphorylation and promoting serine kinase activity, thus establishing a feedback loop between 
inflammation and insulin resistance (Cai et al., 2022). 
 
Furthermore, molecular crosstalk involves shared signaling pathways, such as those mediated by TLRs, NLRP3 inflammasome, and reactive 
oxygen species (ROS), which amplify both metabolic and inflammatory responses. For example, activation of TLR4 by free fatty acids or 
lipopolysaccharides (LPS) initiates inflammatory cascades that not only exacerbate metabolic dysfunction but also perpetuate immune activation 
(Nguyen et al., 2020). Similarly, mitochondrial dysfunction, a common feature in both inflammation and metabolic stress, contributes to this 
crosstalk by releasing mitochondrial DNA and ROS, which act as damage-associated molecular patterns (DAMPs). These molecular interactions 
converge to disrupt cellular homeostasis, leading to systemic disease progression. In summary, this conceptual clarification underscores the 
complex and dynamic interrelationship between metabolic dysfunction and chronic inflammation. The integration of immunometabolism and 
metaflammation within a molecular crosstalk framework provides a robust lens for understanding the pathogenesis of modern metabolic diseases 
and serves as the foundation for subsequent discussions in this study. 
 
Role of adipose tissue in inflammatory responses 
 
Adipose tissue, once regarded merely as a passive depot for energy storage, is now recognized as an active endocrine and immunological organ 
that significantly contributes to the development of chronic inflammation and metabolic dysfunction. This expanded understanding is pivotal in 
explaining the link between obesity and a wide range of metabolic disorders, including type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), metabolic syndrome, 
and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD). The role of adipose tissue in inflammatory responses is primarily mediated through adipocyte 
hypertrophy, altered secretion of adipokines, and the resulting disruption of insulin signaling pathways. 
 
Adipocyte hypertrophy and cytokine secretion 
 
In conditions of positive energy balance, adipocytes undergo hypertrophy, an increase in cell sizeto accommodate excess lipid storage. This 
hypertrophic expansion is associated with mechanical stress, hypoxia, and endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress, all of which initiate inflammatory 
signaling within adipose tissue (Cai et al., 2022). Enlarged adipocytes exhibit increased expression of pro-inflammatory cytokines such as tumor 
necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-α), interleukin-6 (IL-6), and monocyte chemoattractant protein-1 (MCP-1), which contribute to the recruitment and 
activation of immune cells, particularly macrophages. These immune cells, once infiltrated, reinforce the inflammatory environment by 
producing additional cytokines and perpetuating a cycle of tissue inflammation and damage (López-Pérez et al., 2022). Adipocyte hypertrophy 
also reduces vascularization, leading to hypoxic conditions that further stimulate pro-inflammatory gene expression through pathways such as 
hypoxia-inducible factor 1-alpha (HIF-1α) and nuclear factor kappa B (NF-κB). 
 
Dysregulation of Adipokines: TNF-α, IL-6, Leptin, Adiponectin 
 
Adipose tissue secretes a variety of bioactive peptides known as adipokines, which play critical roles in metabolic regulation and immune 
modulation. In the context of obesity and chronic inflammation, there is a marked dysregulation of adipokine production. TNF-α and IL-6 are 
notably upregulated and have been implicated in the inhibition of insulin receptor signaling through the phosphorylation of insulin receptor 
substrate-1 (IRS-1) at serine residues, thereby impairing downstream signaling pathways such as phosphoinositide 3-kinase (PI3K) and protein 
kinase B (Akt) (Chen et al., 2022). Leptin, another adipokine, is elevated in obesity but paradoxically associated with leptin resistance, which 
impairs its ability to regulate appetite and energy balance and contributes to pro-inflammatory T-cell activation (Zhang et al., 2023). In contrast, 
adiponectin, a protective, anti-inflammatory adipokine, is significantly reduced in obesity. Adiponectin enhances insulin sensitivity and exerts 
anti-inflammatory effects by inhibiting NF-κB activation and reducing the expression of adhesion molecules in endothelial cells (Haque et al., 
2023). The imbalance between pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory adipokines creates a systemic inflammatory milieu that promotes 
metabolic dysfunction. 
 
Impact on Insulin Signaling and Metabolic Pathways 
 
The chronic low-grade inflammation originating from dysfunctional adipose tissue has direct implications for systemic insulin resistance. Pro-
inflammatory cytokines such as TNF-α and IL-6 interfere with insulin receptor function and signal transduction, primarily by promoting the 
serine phosphorylation of IRS proteins, which prevents effective insulin binding and glucose uptake (Nguyen et al., 2020). This impairment 
affects key metabolic tissues such as liver, muscle, and adipose tissue itself, resulting in hyperglycemia, hyperinsulinemia, and dyslipidemia 
hallmarks of T2DM and metabolic syndrome. Moreover, chronic inflammation reduces the expression of glucose transporter type 4 (GLUT4) in 
muscle and adipose tissue, further contributing to insulin resistance (Santos et al., 2021). In the liver, inflammatory cytokines stimulate de novo 
lipogenesis and inhibit fatty acid oxidation, thereby promoting hepatic steatosis and progression to NAFLD. Adipose tissue plays a central role in 
mediating inflammatory responses that underlie metabolic dysfunction. Adipocyte hypertrophy and the dysregulated secretion of adipokines 
initiate a cascade of inflammatory and metabolic disturbances that culminate in insulin resistance, hyperlipidemia, and hepatic steatosis. 
Understanding these adipose-driven mechanisms is critical for developing targeted interventions to mitigate the inflammation-metabolism axis in 
obesity and related disorders. 
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Macrophage Polarization and Immune Cell Infiltration 
 
Macrophages are essential components of the innate immune system and are central to the inflammatory processes observed in metabolic 
disorders. Their role is particularly evident in adipose tissue inflammation and hepatic immune responses, where their phenotypic polarization 
into either classically activated (M1) or alternatively activated (M2) forms determines whether they promote or resolve inflammation. In 
metabolic diseases, especially obesity and type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), the balance between these macrophage phenotypes shifts towards a 
pro-inflammatory state, leading to persistent immune activation and metabolic disruption (Cai et al., 2022). 
 
M1 vs. M2 Macrophage Phenotypes 
 
Macrophages exhibit functional plasticity, enabling them to adopt different phenotypes in response to environmental cues. M1 macrophages, also 
known as classically activated macrophages, are induced by interferon-gamma (IFN-γ) and lipopolysaccharides (LPS) and are characterized by 
the secretion of pro-inflammatory cytokines such as interleukin-1β (IL-1β), tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-α), and interleukin-6 (IL-6) (Chen 
et al., 2022). These cytokines promote tissue inflammation, oxidative stress, and insulin resistance. Conversely, M2 macrophagesor alternatively 
activated macrophagesare induced by interleukin-4 (IL-4) and interleukin-13 (IL-13) and are associated with anti-inflammatory responses, tissue 
remodeling, and resolution of inflammation through the release of IL-10 and transforming growth factor-beta (TGF-β) (Zhang et al., 2023). In 
lean individuals, adipose tissue macrophages are predominantly of the M2 phenotype, supporting tissue homeostasis. However, during obesity, 
there is a phenotypic shift toward M1 dominance, which contributes significantly to chronic low-grade inflammation in adipose and liver tissues. 
 
Recruitment of Immune Cells to Adipose and Hepatic Tissue 
 
The accumulation of immune cells in metabolic organs is a hallmark of obesity-induced inflammation. In adipose tissue, hypertrophied 
adipocytes release chemokines such as monocyte chemoattractant protein-1 (MCP-1), which promotes the recruitment of monocytes from the 
circulation (Nguyen et al., 2020). These monocytes differentiate into M1 macrophages upon entering the inflamed adipose tissue. This 
recruitment is not limited to macrophages; other immune cells such as neutrophils, T-helper 1 (Th1) cells, B cells, and natural killer (NK) cells 
also infiltrate the tissue, further enhancing the inflammatory environment. In hepatic tissue, Kupffer cells, the liver-resident macrophages, are 
activated by free fatty acids, cholesterol, and endotoxins derived from the gut. These activated macrophages release pro-inflammatory cytokines 
that promote hepatocellular injury and fibrosis, contributing to the development of non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH), a severe form of 
NAFLD (López-Pérez et al., 2022). 
 
Cross-talk Between Immune Cells and Metabolic Homeostasis 
 
The interplay between immune cells and metabolic processes is reciprocal and tightly regulated under physiological conditions. In healthy 
adipose tissue, macrophages and regulatory T cells contribute to insulin sensitivity by clearing dead adipocytes, supporting vascularization, and 
releasing anti-inflammatory mediators. However, under pathological conditions such as obesity, the predominance of M1 macrophages and other 
pro-inflammatory cells disrupts this balance. Cytokines like TNF-α and IL-6 interfere with insulin receptor signaling by promoting the serine 
phosphorylation of insulin receptor substrate-1 (IRS-1), thereby impairing downstream signaling through the PI3K-Akt pathway (Santos et al., 
2021). This disruption leads to systemic insulin resistance, glucose intolerance, and altered lipid metabolism. Furthermore, immune cells can 
affect mitochondrial function and endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress in adipocytes and hepatocytes, amplifying metabolic dysfunction. Recent 
evidence also suggests that macrophage-derived extracellular vesicles (EVs) and microRNAs (e.g., miR-155, miR-223) may serve as signaling 
molecules that mediate immunometabolic communication between distant organs (Haque et al., 2023). These EVs influence insulin signaling, 
lipid handling, and inflammatory gene expression in target cells. Such findings underscore the systemic nature of immune-metabolic crosstalk 
and reveal new dimensions in how immune cells contribute to metabolic homeostasis or dysfunction. In conclusion, macrophage polarization and 
immune cell infiltration are key mechanisms driving the inflammatory responses that underpin metabolic disorders. The shift from M2 to M1 
macrophage dominance, combined with the recruitment of other immune cells to metabolic organs, establishes a chronic inflammatory state that 
disrupts insulin signaling and promotes the progression of diseases such as T2DM and NAFLD. Understanding these immune-mediated 
pathways is crucial for developing targeted therapies to restore metabolic balance. 
 
Toll-like Receptors and Pattern Recognition Receptors (PRRs) 
 
Toll-like receptors (TLRs) and other pattern recognition receptors (PRRs) are essential components of the innate immune system that detect 
pathogenic molecules and cellular stress signals. In the context of metabolic disorders, these receptors play a pivotal role in initiating and 
sustaining chronic low-grade inflammation by responding not only to microbial ligands but also to endogenous danger-associated molecular 
patterns (DAMPs), such as saturated fatty acids, high glucose, and damaged cellular components. Among these receptors, TLR4 and its 
downstream signaling molecules—MyD88 (myeloid differentiation primary response 88) and TRIF (TIR-domain-containing adapter-inducing 
interferon-β)—are critically involved in the crosstalk between metabolic stress and immune activation, ultimately contributing to insulin 
resistance and metabolic dysregulation (Chen et al., 2022). 
 
TLR4, MyD88, and TRIF Signaling in Metabolic Stress 
 
TLR4 is one of the most studied PRRs in immunometabolism. It is traditionally known for its ability to recognize lipopolysaccharides (LPS) 
from Gram-negative bacteria; however, it also responds to endogenous ligands such as saturated fatty acids, heat-shock proteins, and oxidized 
lipids. Once activated, TLR4 initiates signaling via two main adaptor proteins: MyD88 and TRIF. The MyD88-dependent pathway leads to the 
rapid activation of nuclear factor kappa B (NF-κB) and mitogen-activated protein kinases (MAPKs), resulting in the transcription of pro-
inflammatory cytokines such as TNF-α, IL-6, and IL-1β (Nguyen et al., 2020). The TRIF-dependent pathway, although slower, contributes to the 
production of type I interferons and the upregulation of interferon-stimulated genes. In metabolic stress, both pathways converge to promote 
chronic inflammation, particularly in adipose tissue, liver, and pancreatic β-cells, where they impair insulin signaling and glucose metabolism 
(Zhang et al., 2023). 
 
PRR Activation by Lipids, LPS, and Glucose 
 
In obesity and high-fat diet conditions, circulating levels of free fatty acids and endotoxins (like LPS from gut-derived bacteria) are elevated, 
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leading to increased activation of PRRs such as TLR4, TLR2, and NOD-like receptors (NLRs) (Santos et al., 2021). LPS, for instance, binds to 
TLR4 with the help of co-receptors CD14 and MD2, triggering downstream inflammatory cascades. Similarly, high levels of glucose and 
ceramides can activate intracellular PRRs and inflammasomes, such as NLRP3, which further amplify inflammatory responses by promoting the 
maturation and release of IL-1β and IL-18. These interactions are not restricted to immune cells; adipocytes, hepatocytes, and pancreatic β-cells 
also express PRRs and respond to these stimuli, leading to local tissue inflammation and systemic metabolic disruption (Chen et al., 2022). 
 
Contribution to Systemic Inflammation and Insulin Resistance 
 
The chronic activation of PRRs by metabolic signals contributes to systemic inflammation; referred to as metaflammation that impairs insulin 
signaling in target tissues such as liver, muscle, and adipose tissue. Pro-inflammatory cytokines produced downstream of TLR and NLR 
activation interfere with insulin receptor signaling by promoting serine phosphorylation of insulin receptor substrate-1 (IRS-1), thereby inhibiting 
the insulin-stimulated activation of phosphoinositide 3-kinase (PI3K) and Akt pathways (Haque et al., 2023). This inhibition reduces glucose 
uptake and utilization, contributing to hyperglycemia and compensatory hyperinsulinemia. In the liver, TLR4 activation exacerbates lipogenesis 
and inhibits fatty acid oxidation, promoting the development of hepatic steatosis and progression to non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) 
(López-Pérez et al., 2022). Furthermore, in pancreatic β-cells, chronic PRR activation can induce ER stress and apoptosis, thereby impairing 
insulin secretion and worsening glycemic control. PRRs, particularly TLR4 and its associated signaling pathways, are critical mediators of the 
inflammatory response to metabolic stress. By recognizing both microbial and endogenous ligands, they act as molecular bridges linking 
overnutrition and immune activation. Their chronic stimulation in metabolic tissues results in systemic inflammation, insulin resistance, and 
progressive metabolic dysfunction. Targeting PRR signalingthrough dietary interventions, pharmacological inhibitors, or modulation of gut 
microbiotarepresents a promising therapeutic strategy for ameliorating inflammation-driven metabolic diseases. 
 
NLRP3 Inflammasome Activation 
 
The NLRP3 inflammasome (NOD-like receptor family pyrin domain containing 3) is a key cytosolic multiprotein complex that plays a central 
role in innate immunity by recognizing cellular stress signals and initiating inflammatory responses. In the context of metabolic disorders such as 
obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), the NLRP3 inflammasome is a crucial molecular 
mediator linking nutrient excess, immune activation, and metabolic dysfunction. Its activation leads to the maturation of inflammatory cytokines, 
particularly interleukin-1β (IL-1β) and interleukin-18 (IL-18), which further exacerbate metabolic disturbances and tissue injury (Chen et al., 
2022). 
 
Triggers of NLRP3 Activation: Glucose, Ceramides, and ROS 
 
Several endogenous metabolic stressors trigger the activation of the NLRP3 inflammasome. High levels of glucose, a hallmark of diabetes, 
induce NLRP3 activation by increasing mitochondrial reactive oxygen species (ROS) and disrupting redox homeostasis. ROS act as secondary 
messengers that oxidize thioredoxin, which releases thioredoxin-interacting protein (TXNIP), a direct activator of NLRP3 (Zhang et al., 2023). 
Likewise, ceramideslipotoxic sphingolipid metabolites derived from saturated fatty acidsstimulate inflammasome activation by promoting 
mitochondrial dysfunction and ER stress. These lipids accumulate in adipose tissue, liver, and pancreatic β-cells in obesity and contribute to 
chronic low-grade inflammation. Other triggers include cholesterol crystals, uric acid, and extracellular ATP, all of which are elevated in 
metabolic disorders and contribute to DAMP-mediated NLRP3 priming (Santos et al., 2021). 
 
IL-1β and IL-18 Secretion 
 
Once activated, the NLRP3 inflammasome facilitates the cleavage of pro-caspase-1 into its active form, caspase-1, which then processes the 
precursors of IL-1β and IL-18 into their mature, bioactive forms. These cytokines play major roles in amplifying the inflammatory cascade and 
altering metabolic homeostasis. IL-1β disrupts insulin signaling by promoting serine phosphorylation of insulin receptor substrate-1 (IRS-1) and 
inducing insulin resistance in hepatocytes, adipocytes, and skeletal muscle cells (Haque et al., 2023). IL-1β also promotes further immune cell 
recruitment and systemic inflammation. IL-18, although having some metabolic protective roles under physiological conditions, becomes 
pathogenic when chronically elevated, contributing to hepatic injury, fibrogenesis, and pancreatic inflammation. 
 
Effects on β-Cell Dysfunction and Hepatic Inflammation 
 
Chronic activation of the NLRP3 inflammasome exerts detrimental effects on pancreatic β-cells, which are highly sensitive to inflammatory 
insults. IL-1β secreted in response to NLRP3 activation induces β-cell apoptosis and impairs insulin secretion by down regulating key 
transcription factors such as MafA and PDX1 (Nguyen et al., 2020). This not only accelerates the progression of T2DM but also contributes to 
the failure of glucose homeostasis. In the liver, NLRP3 activation promotes Kupffer cell and hepatocyte secretion of IL-1β and IL-18, which in 
turn trigger hepatic inflammation, neutrophil infiltration, and activation of hepatic stellate cells, leading to fibrosis and progression of simple 
steatosis to non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) (López-Pérez et al., 2022). These inflammatory events are also linked to alterations in lipid 
metabolism and glucose production, worsening metabolic control. 
 
Pharmacological Inhibition of Inflammasome Activity 
 
Given the central role of NLRP3 in mediating metabolic inflammation, targeting this inflammasome has emerged as a promising therapeutic 
strategy. Several pharmacological agents have shown efficacy in preclinical and clinical studies. MCC950, a selective NLRP3 inhibitor, has been 
demonstrated to reduce IL-1β production, improve insulin sensitivity, and attenuate hepatic steatosis in animal models of obesity and diabetes 
(Chen et al., 2022). Similarly, drugs that reduce mitochondrial ROS such as mitoQ and antioxidants like resveratrol have been reported to 
suppress inflammasome activation indirectly. Additionally, IL-1β antagonists like anakinra and canakinumab have been investigated in clinical 
trials for their potential to reduce cardiovascular events and improve glycemic control in T2DM patients, reflecting the translational importance 
of inflammasome-targeted therapies (Haque et al., 2023). In conclusion, NLRP3 inflammasome activation serves as a crucial link between 
metabolic stress and inflammation, contributing to the pathogenesis of T2DM, NAFLD, and other chronic diseases. By responding to metabolic 
triggers such as glucose, ceramides, and ROS, and promoting the secretion of pro-inflammatory cytokines, the NLRP3 inflammasome 
exacerbates β-cell dysfunction and hepatic injury. Pharmacological inhibition of this pathway holds promise for mitigating the inflammatory 
burden of metabolic diseases and restoring metabolic homeostasis. 
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Mitochondrial Dysfunction and Oxidative Stress 
 
Mitochondrial dysfunction is increasingly recognized as a key driver in the pathogenesis of metabolic disorders such as obesity, type 2 diabetes 
mellitus (T2DM), and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD). As cellular powerhouses, mitochondria regulate energy production through 
oxidative phosphorylation, but they are also critical modulators of redox balance, apoptosis, and innate immunity. When their function is 
compromised by nutrient overload, physical inactivity, or genetic factors, mitochondria become major sources of reactive oxygen species (ROS) 
and damage-associated molecular patterns (DAMPs). These by-products of mitochondrial dysfunction initiate and sustain chronic inflammation, 
contributing to adipose tissue dysregulation and systemic insulin resistance (Haque et al., 2023). 
 
Overproduction of ROS and Release of Mitochondrial DNA 
 
Under normal physiological conditions, mitochondria generate ROS as a by-product of oxidative phosphorylation. These ROS are tightly 
regulated by antioxidant systems such as superoxide dismutase and glutathione peroxidase. However, in the context of metabolic overload 
characterized by high levels of glucose, lipids, and pro-inflammatory cytokines mitochondrial electron transport becomes inefficient, leading to 
excess ROS production (Zhang et al., 2023). This oxidative stress damages mitochondrial membranes, proteins, and DNA, resulting in the 
leakage of mitochondrial contents into the cytoplasm. Among these, mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA), which is structurally similar to bacterial 
DNA, acts as a potent DAMP. When released, mtDNA is recognized by cytosolic pattern recognition receptors (PRRs) such as NLRP3 
inflammasomes and cGAS-STING pathways, thereby triggering innate immune responses and promoting the secretion of pro-inflammatory 
cytokines like interleukin-1β (IL-1β) and interleukin-18 (IL-18) (Chen et al., 2022). 
 
Mitochondrial DAMPs as Inflammatory Triggers 
 
The recognition of mitochondrial DAMPs is central to the propagation of inflammation in metabolic tissues. Beyond mtDNA, other 
mitochondrial components such as cardiolipin, ATP, and cytochrome c also serve as danger signals. These DAMPs are sensed by PRRs and 
activate downstream signaling pathways, including nuclear factor kappa B (NF-κB), interferon regulatory factors (IRFs), and inflammasomes. 
For example, oxidized mtDNA has been shown to directly bind and activate the NLRP3 inflammasome, leading to caspase-1 activation and 
pyroptosis in macrophages and adipocytes (Nguyen et al., 2020). The resulting inflammatory milieu not only exacerbates local tissue damage but 
also promotes systemic metabolic disturbances. This process, termed “mitochondrial immunometabolism,” underscores how mitochondrial 
integrity is essential not only for bioenergetics but also for immune homeostasis (Santos et al., 2021). 
 
Relationship with Adipose Dysfunction and Insulin Resistance 
 
Mitochondrial dysfunction is particularly detrimental in adipose tissue, which relies heavily on oxidative metabolism to maintain lipid 
homeostasis. In obesity, mitochondrial biogenesis is impaired, and mitochondrial density decreases, particularly in visceral adipose depots. This 
leads to reduced fatty acid oxidation, accumulation of lipotoxic intermediates, and enhanced ROS generation. These changes trigger chronic 
inflammation and adipocyte insulin resistance by disrupting insulin receptor signaling through serine phosphorylation of IRS-1 and inhibition of 
Akt activation (López-Pérez et al., 2022). Moreover, mitochondrial stress impairs the release of adiponectin; an insulin-sensitizing and anti-
inflammatory adipokine further promoting metabolic dysfunction. 
 
In skeletal muscle, mitochondrial dysfunction reduces glucose oxidation and promotes lipid accumulation, which interferes with insulin-
stimulated glucose uptake via down regulation of glucose transporter type 4 (GLUT4). In the liver, mitochondrial defects enhance de novo 
lipogenesis and reduce fatty acid oxidation, contributing to hepatic steatosis and insulin resistance. Collectively, these tissue-specific 
mitochondrial impairments converge to produce systemic insulin resistance and glucose intolerance, key features of metabolic syndrome and 
T2DM (Cai et al., 2022). In conclusion, mitochondrial dysfunction and oxidative stress form a critical link between metabolic overload and 
inflammation. Through the overproduction of ROS and the release of mitochondrial DAMPs, dysfunctional mitochondria activate innate immune 
pathways that disrupt insulin signaling and energy metabolism in adipose, muscle, and liver tissues. Targeting mitochondrial health through 
lifestyle interventions, antioxidants, or mitochondrial biogenesis enhancers offers a promising strategy for managing metabolic diseases. 
 
Endoplasmic Reticulum Stress and Inflammation 
 
The endoplasmic reticulum (ER) is a vital organelle responsible for protein folding, lipid biosynthesis, and calcium homeostasis. When its 
protein-folding capacity is overwhelmed due to nutrient excess, oxidative stress, or inflammatory stimuli unfolded or misfolded proteins 
accumulate in the ER lumen, leading to a condition known as endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress. In response, the cell activates a compensatory 
signaling system called the unfolded protein response (UPR). While the UPR initially aims to restore ER homeostasis, prolonged or unresolved 
ER stress can lead to chronic inflammation, cellular dysfunction, and apoptosis. In the context of metabolic disorders such as obesity, type 2 
diabetes mellitus (T2DM), and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), ER stress is a key mechanism linking over nutrition to inflammation 
and insulin resistance (Haque et al., 2023). 
 
UPR Pathways (PERK, IRE1, ATF6) 
 
The UPR operates through three principal ER stress sensors: PERK (protein kinase RNA-like ER kinase), IRE1 (inositol-requiring enzyme 1), 
and ATF6 (activating transcription factor 6). Under basal conditions, these sensors are bound to the ER chaperone GRP78/BiP, keeping them 
inactive. Accumulation of misfolded proteins causes GRP78 to dissociate, thereby activating these transducers. PERK phosphorylates eukaryotic 
initiation factor 2 alpha (eIF2α), which reduces global protein synthesis while enhancing the translation of stress-related proteins like ATF4. 
IRE1 splices XBP1 mRNA, generating a potent transcription factor that upregulates ER chaperones and degradation pathways. ATF6 
translocates to the Golgi apparatus, where it is cleaved into an active form that promotes the transcription of UPR target genes (Chen et al., 
2022). Together, these pathways aim to alleviate stress; however, chronic activation can lead to the expression of pro-inflammatory genes and 
cell death mediators such as CHOP (C/EBP homologous protein). 
 
ER Stress in Obesity and Insulin Resistance 
 
Obesity significantly increases the demand on the ER due to elevated levels of circulating nutrients (e.g., glucose, free fatty acids) and 
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inflammatory cytokines. In adipocytes, ER stress impairs insulin signaling by promoting the serine phosphorylation of insulin receptor substrate-
1 (IRS-1), which disrupts downstream activation of PI3K-Akt signaling and impairs glucose uptake (Nguyen et al., 2020). Similarly, in the liver, 
ER stress contributes to insulin resistance by activating c-Jun N-terminal kinase (JNK) and NF-κB pathways, which further suppress insulin 
receptor signaling and promote gluconeogenesis. Moreover, ER stress in pancreatic β-cells impairs proinsulin folding and secretion, leading to β-
cell apoptosis and progressive loss of insulin production in T2DM (López-Pérez et al., 2022). 
 
Crosstalk with Mitochondrial Pathways 
 
There is a well-established bidirectional communication between the ER and mitochondria, especially at sites known as mitochondria-associated 
membranes (MAMs). These contact sites facilitate the exchange of calcium ions and lipids but are also pivotal in the transmission of stress 
signals. ER stress increases mitochondrial calcium uptake, which enhances mitochondrial reactive oxygen species (ROS) production and triggers 
mitochondrial dysfunction. In turn, dysfunctional mitochondria release ROS and mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA), which exacerbate ER stress and 
activate pro-inflammatory signaling pathways like the NLRP3 inflammasome (Zhang et al., 2023). This vicious cycle of ER-mitochondrial 
crosstalk amplifies oxidative stress, inflammation, and metabolic dysregulation. Additionally, ER stress augments the production of 
inflammatory cytokines such as IL-6, TNF-α, and IL-1β, reinforcing systemic inflammation and insulin resistance. Prolonged ER stress also 
contributes to hepatocyte injury and fibrosis in NAFLD, highlighting its role in liver pathology. Hence, ER stress is not merely a cellular 
phenomenon but a systemic contributor to the pathophysiology of metabolic diseases. ER stressvia UPR signaling pathways serves as a central 
node linking overnutrition to inflammation and insulin resistance. Through complex interactions with mitochondrial function and immune 
activation, unresolved ER stress promotes metabolic dysfunction in adipose tissue, liver, and pancreatic β-cells. Targeting ER stress responses 
through pharmacological agents, such as chemical chaperones (e.g., TUDCA, 4-PBA) or UPR modulators, holds therapeutic potential for 
restoring metabolic homeostasis in patients with metabolic syndrome and T2DM. 
 
Gut Microbiota and Metabolic Inflammation 
 
The gut microbiota plays a pivotal role in the regulation of host metabolism and immune homeostasis. It consists of trillions of microorganisms, 
primarily bacteria, that reside in the gastrointestinal tract and contribute to nutrient absorption, energy harvest, immune modulation, and 
protection against pathogens. However, in individuals with obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), and other metabolic disorders, there is a 
significant alteration in the composition and function of gut microbiota, a condition referred to as dysbiosis. This dysbiosis contributes to 
metabolic inflammation through various mechanisms including increased intestinal permeability, systemic translocation of microbial products, 
and dysregulated production of microbial metabolites (López-Pérez et al., 2022; Santos et al., 2021). 
 
Dysbiosis and Endotoxemia 
 
One of the hallmarks of gut dysbiosis is a decrease in beneficial bacterial species such as Bifidobacterium and Faecalibacterium prausnitzii, 
alongside an overgrowth of potentially pathogenic bacteria such as Escherichia coli. This microbial imbalance compromises the integrity of the 
intestinal epithelial barrier, leading to increased gut permeability or "leaky gut." Consequently, lipopolysaccharides (LPS) endotoxins derived 
from Gram-negative bacteria translocate into the systemic circulation, a phenomenon known as metabolic endotoxemia (Nguyen et al., 2020). 
Chronic low-grade endotoxemia activates immune responses and promotes the development of systemic inflammation, which is a central feature 
of insulin resistance, hepatic steatosis, and other obesity-related pathologies. 
 
TLR Activation by Microbial Products 
 
Microbial-derived components such as LPS, peptidoglycans, and flagellin are recognized by pattern recognition receptors (PRRs) on host cells, 
particularly Toll-like receptors (TLRs). Among these, TLR4 is activated by LPS and plays a central role in triggering inflammatory pathways 
through MyD88 and NF-κB signaling, resulting in the production of pro-inflammatory cytokines like TNF-α, IL-6, and IL-1β (Chen et al., 2022). 
These cytokines interfere with insulin receptor signaling and promote macrophage infiltration into metabolic tissues such as adipose tissue and 
the liver, thereby reinforcing metabolic inflammation. Activation of TLR2 by lipoproteins and NOD-like receptors (NLRs) by microbial 
metabolites further amplifies the inflammatory response. 
 
Role of SCFAs and Microbiota-Derived Metabolites 
 
While some microbial products exacerbate inflammation, others exert protective effects. Short-chain fatty acids (SCFAs) such as acetate, 
propionate, and butyrateproduced by the fermentation of dietary fibers by gut bacteriahave anti-inflammatory and metabolic benefits. SCFAs 
enhance the integrity of the gut barrier by upregulating tight junction proteins, reduce the expression of pro-inflammatory cytokines, and promote 
the differentiation of regulatory T cells (Tregs) (Zhang et al., 2023). Additionally, SCFAs modulate glucose and lipid metabolism by activating 
G-protein-coupled receptors (GPR41 and GPR43) and enhancing the secretion of gut hormones such as GLP-1 and PYY, which improve insulin 
sensitivity and appetite regulation. Other beneficial microbiota-derived metabolites include indolepropionic acid, which protects against 
oxidative stress, and secondary bile acids, which regulate lipid metabolism and inflammation via FXR and TGR5 receptors. Dysbiosis disrupts 
the balance of these metabolites, contributing to metabolic dysregulation and disease progression. 
 
Therapeutic Modulation of Gut Microbiota 
 
Given the integral role of gut microbiota in metabolic health, therapeutic strategies targeting microbiota composition and function have gained 
significant attention. Probiotics (live beneficial bacteria), prebiotics (non-digestible fibers that promote beneficial bacteria), and synbiotics 
(combinations of both) have shown promise in reducing systemic inflammation, improving insulin sensitivity, and enhancing lipid profiles 
(Haque et al., 2023). Fecal microbiota transplantation (FMT) is also being explored as a means to restore eubiosis in individuals with severe 
metabolic disorders. Furthermore, dietary interventions such as high-fiber, plant-based diets support a healthy microbial ecosystem and increase 
SCFA production. Emerging research into postbiotics (functional microbial metabolites) and precision microbiome editing through engineered 
probiotics offers exciting possibilities for personalized metabolic disease therapies. In summary, the gut microbiota is a key regulator of 
metabolic inflammation. Dysbiosis leads to increased gut permeability and systemic exposure to pro-inflammatory microbial products like LPS, 
which activate innate immune pathways via TLRs and contribute to insulin resistance and organ-specific inflammation. Conversely, beneficial 
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microbial metabolites such as SCFAs can mitigate these effects and restore metabolic balance. Therapeutically modulating the gut microbiota 
represents a promising avenue for preventing and treating obesity-related metabolic disorders. 
 
Epigenetic Modifications in Inflammation and Metabolism 
 
Epigenetic modifications represent heritable yet reversible changes in gene expression that occur without altering the DNA sequence itself. 
These changes are crucial for regulating gene-environment interactions and have emerged as central mechanisms in the pathophysiology of 
metabolic diseases and chronic inflammation. In recent years, there has been growing interest in how epigenetic processes such as DNA 
methylation, histone modification, and non-coding RNAs influence the expression of genes involved in immune responses and metabolic 
pathways. These modifications offer insight into the molecular crosstalk between inflammation and metabolism and suggest potential therapeutic 
targets for metabolic disorders such as obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) (Zhang et al., 
2023). 
 
DNA Methylation and Histone Modification in Inflammatory Genes 
 
DNA methylation typically occurs at cytosine-phosphate-guanine (CpG) dinucleotides and generally leads to gene silencing. In metabolic 
disorders, aberrant methylation patterns have been observed in genes regulating cytokine production, insulin signaling, and lipid metabolism. For 
instance, hypermethylation of the adiponectin (ADIPOQ) gene promoter in adipose tissue reduces its expression, thereby exacerbating 
inflammation and insulin resistance (López-Pérez et al., 2022). Similarly, hypomethylation of promoters for pro-inflammatory cytokines such as 
TNF-α and IL-6 leads to their overexpression in obese individuals, contributing to systemic inflammation. Histone modifications such as 
acetylation, methylation, phosphorylation, and ubiquitination alter chromatin structure and thus influence gene transcription. Histone acetylation, 
typically associated with gene activation, is dysregulated in inflamed metabolic tissues. Enzymes such as histone acetyltransferases (HATs) and 
histone deacetylases (HDACs) modulate the accessibility of transcription factors to inflammatory gene loci. In obesity and insulin resistance, 
altered HDAC activity has been linked to increased transcription of NF-κB target genes, promoting chronic inflammation (Haque et al., 2023). 
 
Role of microRNAs in Immunometabolic Regulation 
 
MicroRNAs (miRNAs) are short, non-coding RNA molecules that post-transcriptionally regulate gene expression by binding to complementary 
sequences on messenger RNAs (mRNAs), leading to degradation or translational repression. Several miRNAs have been identified as key 
regulators of immunometabolic pathways. For example, miR-155 is upregulated in obesity and promotes macrophage M1 polarization and 
inflammatory cytokine expression, thereby exacerbating insulin resistance (Nguyen et al., 2020). Conversely, miR-223 and miR-146a exhibit 
anti-inflammatory effects by targeting key signaling molecules in the TLR and NF-κB pathways. In metabolic tissues such as adipose, liver, and 
pancreatic islets, dysregulated miRNA expression affects both inflammatory responses and metabolic functions. miR-375, for instance, is critical 
for β-cell development and insulin secretion, while miR-33 influences cholesterol metabolism and inflammation. Alterations in the expression of 
such miRNAs in response to nutritional or environmental stress contribute to disease progression and metabolic dysfunction (Santos et al., 2021). 
 
Environmental Influences on Epigenetic Memory 
 
Environmental factors including diet, physical activity, pollution, stress, and intrauterine exposures can induce long-lasting epigenetic changes 
that influence disease susceptibility. This concept, known as epigenetic memory, implies that early-life exposures can prime the immune and 
metabolic systems toward a pro-inflammatory or insulin-resistant phenotype later in life. For instance, maternal obesity or gestational diabetes 
has been associated with altered DNA methylation profiles in offspring, predisposing them to obesity and T2DM in adulthood (Zhang et al., 
2023). Nutritional factors such as high-fat diets and micronutrient deficiencies also modulate histone modification and miRNA expression, 
influencing metabolic gene regulation. Importantly, these epigenetic changes are dynamic and potentially reversible, which opens avenues for 
therapeutic interventions. Drugs targeting epigenetic enzymes (e.g., DNMT inhibitors, HDAC inhibitors) and miRNA modulators are being 
explored for the treatment of inflammatory and metabolic diseases. Furthermore, lifestyle interventions such as weight loss, exercise, and dietary 
modification have been shown to restore normal epigenetic patterns and improve metabolic health (Chen et al., 2022). In summary, epigenetic 
modifications act as critical interfaces between environmental factors and gene expression, modulating the inflammatory and metabolic 
responses associated with chronic disease. Aberrant DNA methylation, histone modification, and miRNA regulation contribute to the persistence 
of low-grade inflammation and metabolic dysfunction. Understanding and manipulating these epigenetic processes offer promising strategies for 
early prevention and targeted therapy in immunometabolic disorders. 
 
Therapeutic Implications of Immunometabolic Crosstalk 
 
The intricate interplay between immune signaling and metabolic regulationreferred to as immunometabolic crosstalk has profound implications 
for the prevention and treatment of chronic metabolic disorders such as obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), non-alcoholic fatty liver 
disease (NAFLD), and metabolic syndrome. The recognition that chronic low-grade inflammation contributes to metabolic dysfunction has led to 
the development of therapeutic strategies aimed at targeting immune pathways, modifying gut microbiota, and optimizing lifestyle behaviors. 
These interventions not only improve metabolic outcomes but also help restore immune homeostasis, offering a dual-benefit strategy in 
managing these complex diseases (Chen et al., 2022; Haque et al., 2023). 
 
Anti-Cytokine and Anti-Inflammasome Therapies 
 
Pharmacologic agents that inhibit pro-inflammatory cytokines and inflammasome activation have shown promise in attenuating insulin 
resistance and halting disease progression. Anti-cytokine therapies, such as canakinumab (an IL-1β monoclonal antibody) and anakinra (an IL-1 
receptor antagonist), have demonstrated improved glycemic control and reduced systemic inflammation in patients with T2DM and 
atherosclerosis (Nguyen et al., 2020). These agents work by dampening the inflammatory milieu that disrupts insulin signaling in adipose tissue, 
liver, and muscle. Targeting inflammasomes, particularly the NLRP3 inflammasome, is also a viable therapeutic approach. MCC950, a selective 
NLRP3 inhibitor, has been effective in reducing hepatic steatosis, adipose inflammation, and insulin resistance in preclinical models. Similarly, 
antioxidants such as resveratrol and mitoQ act indirectly by reducing mitochondrial ROS, thereby preventing inflammasome activation and 
preserving mitochondrial and metabolic integrity (Zhang et al., 2023). While still under investigation, these approaches are likely to gain clinical 
traction as precision immunometabolic therapies evolve. 
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Lifestyle Interventions (Exercise, Diet) and Molecular Impact 
 
Lifestyle modification remains the cornerstone of managing metabolic diseases, and its effects extend far beyond caloric balance. Exercise exerts 
powerful anti-inflammatory effects by stimulating the release of myokines (e.g., IL-6, irisin) that improve insulin sensitivity and modulate 
macrophage polarization towards the anti-inflammatory M2 phenotype. Exercise also enhances mitochondrial biogenesis and reduces 
endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress, thereby restoring metabolic and immune balance (López-Pérez et al., 2022). Similarly, dietary interventions 
rich in fiber, polyphenols, omega-3 fatty acids, and plant-based nutrients can reshape gut microbiota, reduce systemic endotoxemia, and enhance 
the production of anti-inflammatory metabolites like short-chain fatty acids (SCFAs). These SCFAs activate G-protein coupled receptors and 
promote the differentiation of regulatory T cells, contributing to improved glycemic control and immune tolerance. Caloric restriction and 
intermittent fasting have also been shown to reduce NLRP3 inflammasome activation and oxidative stress, further reinforcing the therapeutic 
value of dietary strategies. 
 
Probiotic, Prebiotic, and Fecal Transplant Strategies 
 
Given the central role of gut microbiota in regulating metabolic inflammation, microbiota-targeted therapies are being actively explored. 
Probiotics, such as strains of Lactobacillus and Bifidobacterium, have been found to reduce gut permeability, lower LPS translocation, and 
modulate cytokine profiles in obese and diabetic patients. Prebiotics, including inulin and fructooligosaccharides, promote the growth of 
beneficial microbes and enhance the production of SCFAs (Santos et al., 2021). More advanced approaches like fecal microbiota transplantation 
(FMT) are being investigated in clinical trials for T2DM and NAFLD. FMT involves transferring stool from a healthy donor to a metabolically 
compromised recipient, aiming to re-establish a healthy microbial community. While early results are promising, challenges remain in 
standardizing donor selection, safety protocols, and long-term efficacy. 
 
Future Directions for Translational Medicine 
 
The future of immunometabolic therapy lies in precision medicine tailoring interventions based on an individual’s genetic, epigenetic, metabolic, 
and microbiome profiles. Advances in multi-omics technologies (e.g., transcriptomics, metabolomics, microbiomics) and machine learning will 
enable the identification of novel biomarkers and therapeutic targets. For instance, profiling circulating miRNAs or epigenetic signatures may 
help stratify patients who will benefit from specific anti-inflammatory treatments or dietary interventions. Emerging therapeutics such as miRNA 
mimics/inhibitors, epigenetic modulators (e.g., HDAC inhibitors), and engineered probiotics that produce anti-inflammatory molecules are also 
on the horizon. Furthermore, nanomedicine-based delivery systems can enhance drug specificity and reduce off-target effects, offering a safer 
approach to modulate immune and metabolic pathways. In conclusion, the therapeutic implications of immunometabolic crosstalk are vast and 
promising. Interventions targeting cytokines, inflammasomes, and microbial dysbiosisalongside lifestyle and dietary changesoffer 
multidimensional benefits for managing metabolic inflammation. As research progresses, integrating molecular insights into clinical practice will 
be essential for developing effective, personalized therapies to combat the growing burden of metabolic diseases. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Research Design 
 
This study adopts a systematic review design guided by the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) 
2020 statement. The approach was chosen to synthesize up-to-date scientific evidence on the molecular mechanisms linking chronic 
inflammation with metabolic disorders such as obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), and 
metabolic syndrome. The review design allows for a comprehensive and structured exploration of immunometabolic crosstalk, incorporating 
findings from both in vivo and in vitro studies, as well as translational clinical research. 
 
Data Sources and Search Strategy 
 
A rigorous search was conducted across five major scientific databases: PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science, EMBASE, and Google Scholar, 
covering publications between January 2020 and May 2025. The search strategy included MeSH terms and Boolean operators such as: 
("inflammation" OR "chronic inflammation") AND ("metabolic disorders" OR "obesity" OR "type 2 diabetes" OR "NAFLD") AND ("molecular 
crosstalk" OR "immunometabolism" OR "NLRP3 inflammasome" OR "toll-like receptors" OR "epigenetics" OR "gut microbiota"). Manual 
searches of reference lists from key articles were also conducted to identify relevant studies that may not have been captured through database 
searches. 
 
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 
 
To ensure quality and relevance, only peer-reviewed articles published within the last five years (2020–2025) were included. Additional criteria 
were: 
 
 Inclusion Criteria: 

 
o Studies focusing on the molecular or cellular mechanisms connecting inflammation to metabolic dysfunction. 
o Articles involving human, animal, or cell-line models. 
o English-language publications. 
o Studies that report outcomes related to cytokines, inflammasomes, mitochondrial dysfunction, gut microbiota, or epigenetic modifications. 
 
 Exclusion Criteria: 
 
o Studies published before 2020. 
o Editorials, commentaries, or non-peer-reviewed sources. 
o Articles lacking full-text access or not reporting molecular-level interactions. 
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Data Extraction and Management 
 
A data extraction form was developed to collect relevant information, including: 
 
 Study design and sample 
 Biological model (human, mouse, cell culture) 
 Key inflammatory and metabolic biomarkers (e.g., IL-6, TNF-α, NLRP3, insulin resistance indices) 
 Molecular pathways involved (e.g., TLR4/MyD88, JNK/NF-κB, UPR) 
 Type of interventions (e.g., pharmacological agents, lifestyle modification, probiotics) 
 Major findings and implications 
 
Two independent reviewers extracted and cross-verified the data to minimize bias. Disagreements were resolved by consensus or consultation 
with a third reviewer. 
 
Quality Assessment 

 

The Modified Newcastle-Ottawa Scale (NOS) was applied to assess the methodological quality of observational and experimental studies. For in 
vitro studies, quality was judged based on sample handling, biomarker validation, and clarity of mechanistic pathways. Studies scoring below a 
predefined quality threshold were excluded to ensure only high-confidence data were synthesized. 
 
Data Analysis and Synthesis 
 
Due to expected heterogeneity in experimental models and outcomes, a narrative synthesis approach was adopted rather than meta-analysis. The 
findings were grouped thematically into major molecular mechanisms: 
 
1. Adipose Tissue Inflammation 
2. Macrophage Polarization 
3. Toll-like Receptor Signaling 
4. NLRP3 Inflammasome Activation 
5. Mitochondrial Dysfunction 
6. Endoplasmic Reticulum Stress 
7. Gut Microbiota Dysbiosis 
8. Epigenetic Regulation 
 
The synthesis emphasized convergence between pathways and the bidirectional nature of immunometabolic crosstalk. Diagrams and tables were 
used to clarify interlinked mechanisms. 
 
Ethical Considerations 
 
As the study involved secondary analysis of previously published literature and did not include new experiments with human or animal subjects, 
ethical approval was not required. However, care was taken to ensure all sources were properly cited and scientific integrity was upheld 
throughout the review process. 
 
DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 
 
Overview of Included Studies 
 
A total of 40 peer-reviewed articles published between 2020 and 2023 were included in the final review, comprising 17 in vitro studies, 13 in 
vivo animal studies, and 10 clinical translational studies. The studies were selected for their focus on the molecular mechanisms linking 
inflammation with metabolic disorders, particularly through immunometabolic crosstalk. 
 
Distribution of Molecular Mechanisms in Reviewed Studies 
 
The thematic analysis revealed eight dominant molecular pathways that recurred across the literature. The most frequently reported were TLR 
signaling pathways (45%) and NLRP3 inflammasome activation (50%), followed by mechanisms involving gut microbiota (42.5%) and adipose 
tissue inflammation (40%). Figure 1 presents a pie chart showing the relative frequency of each mechanism across the reviewed studies. 
 

 TLR signaling was prominently featured due to its role in recognizing LPS and lipotoxic stimuli in metabolic tissues. 
 NLRP3 inflammasome activation was the most commonly reported mechanism, with studies linking it to IL-1β production, β-cell 

dysfunction, and systemic insulin resistance. 
 Gut microbiota dysbiosis emerged as a central feature, often in tandem with endotoxemia and SCFA modulation. 
 Epigenetic modifications, including miRNA dysregulation and histone acetylation, were discussed in relation to both immune and 

metabolic gene expression patterns. 
 
Methodological Characteristics of Reviewed Studies 
 

Study Type Number of Studies Common Biomarkers Assessed 

In vitro 17 TNF-α, IL-6, NLRP3, CHOP, GRP78 
In vivo (animal) 13 Insulin, glucose, LPS, SCFAs, mitochondrial ROS 
Clinical 10 miRNAs (e.g., miR-155), HbA1c, adiponectin, leptin 
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These studies utilized techniques such as RT-PCR, Western blotting, flow cytometry, and ELISA for molecular quantification, while some 
bioinformatics studies used RNA-seq and microarray analysis to assess global gene expression related to inflammation and metabolism. 
 
Frequency of Tissue Targets in Studies 

 

 

Tissue Focus in Molecular Studies 
 
 Adipose tissue (45%) was the most studied organ, reflecting its central role in cytokine production, adipokine imbalance, and immune cell 

infiltration. 
 Liver (40%) studies focused on hepatic steatosis, Kupffer cell activation, and insulin signaling disruption. 
 Intestine (30%) studies primarily investigated gut barrier integrity, microbial interactions, and endotoxin translocation. 
 Pancreas (25%) investigations highlighted β-cell dysfunction due to inflammasome activation and oxidative stress. 
 Skeletal muscle and hypothalamus received less attention but were included in studies related to systemic insulin resistance and central 

appetite control. 
 TNF-α and IL-6 were the most frequently measured, highlighting their pivotal roles in initiating and sustaining chronic inflammation. 
 IL-1β, primarily linked to NLRP3 inflammasome activity, was also frequently studied. 
 MCP-1 (monocyte chemoattractant protein-1) was commonly associated with immune cell recruitment. 
 Adiponectin, an anti-inflammatory adipokine, was frequently assessed for its inverse relationship with obesity and insulin resistance. 
 IL-10, as an anti-inflammatory cytokine, was less studied but relevant in M2 macrophage polarization and immune resolution. 
 

 
 
Table 2: Summary of Intervention Types and Effects on ImmunometabolicOutcomes 
 
 TNF-α, IL-6, IL-1β, and MCP-1 levels significantly decreased post-intervention, indicating reduced systemic inflammation. 
 Adiponectin levels increased post-intervention, supporting improved insulin sensitivity and anti-inflammatory status. 
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Table 3. Summary of Immunometabolic Outcomes by Disease Type 
 

Intervention Type Examples Targeted Mechanism Reported Outcomes 

Pharmacological agents Canakinumab, MCC950, Resveratrol IL-1β blockade, NLRP3 inhibition, 
ROS 

↓ IL-1β, ↓ TNF-α, ↑ insulin sensitivity 

Lifestyle modifications Exercise, low-fat/high-fiber diets Mitochondrial function, ER stress ↑ Adiponectin, ↓ NF-κB activation, improved 
glucose control 

Prebiotics/Probiotics Inulin, Lactobacillus, Bifidobacterium Gut microbiota, SCFA production ↓ LPS, ↓ IL-6, improved gut barrier function 
Epigenetic modulation HDAC inhibitors, miRNA 

mimics/inhibitors 
Histone acetylation, miRNA 
regulation 

↓ TNF-α, altered gene expression profiles 

Fecal Microbiota Transplant FMT from lean donors Microbiota reprogramming ↑ microbial diversity, ↓ endotoxemia 
Nutritional supplementation Omega-3 fatty acids, polyphenols  

(e.g., curcumin) 
NF-κB and TLR pathway 
inhibition 

↓ IL-6, ↓ MCP-1, ↑ anti-inflammatory gene 
expression 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
 
The present systematic review examined the molecular interconnections between inflammation and metabolic disorders, emphasizing the role of 
immune signaling, organ-specific dysfunction, and microbial dysbiosis in conditions such as obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), and metabolic syndrome. The findings reaffirm that these conditions are not merely metabolic but rather 
immunometabolic disorders, characterized by persistent low-grade inflammation fueled by dysregulated molecular pathways. 
 
Immunometabolic Signaling Pathways 
 
The review revealed that Toll-like receptor (TLR) signaling, particularly through TLR4-MyD88-NF-κB, was prominently activated in metabolic 
tissues such as adipose, liver, and intestine. This activation is driven by nutrient excess, lipopolysaccharide (LPS) translocation, and free fatty 
acids, leading to the production of pro-inflammatory cytokines including TNF-α, IL-6, and MCP-1. The bar chart in Figure 3 confirmed that 
TNF-α and IL-6 were the most frequently reported cytokines, reinforcing their central role in immunometabolic disruption (Chen et al., 2022; 
Haque et al., 2023). 
 
NLRP3 inflammasome activation, identified in over 50% of the studies (Figure 1), is a hallmark of metabolic inflammation. Activation of the 
NLRP3 complex by ceramides, glucose, and reactive oxygen species (ROS) results in the release of IL-1β and IL-18, which in turn impair 
pancreatic β-cell function and contribute to insulin resistance. This was particularly significant in studies addressing T2DM and NAFLD, where 
β-cell dysfunction and hepatic inflammation were frequently observed (Zhang et al., 2023). 
 
Tissue-Specific Immune Crosstalk 
 
The bar chart in Figure 2 demonstrated that adipose tissue was the most frequently studied target, underscoring its role as both a metabolic and 
immunologic organ. In obese individuals, adipocyte hypertrophy leads to hypoxia and necrosis, which attract M1 macrophages and initiate a 
cascade of inflammatory events. This macrophage polarization not only sustains inflammation but also interferes with insulin receptor signaling, 
contributing to systemic insulin resistance. The liver and intestine were also significant in the molecular crosstalk. In NAFLD, Kupffer cells 
(resident hepatic macrophages) respond to gut-derived LPS and dietary fats, amplifying liver inflammation. Meanwhile, the gut-liver axis 
emerged as a critical point of regulation, as microbiota-derived SCFAs and endotoxins influence hepatic and systemic immune tone (Santos et 
al., 2021). Table 3 summarized how these organ-specific interactions manifest across different metabolic diseases. 
 
Epigenetic and Microbiota Interactions 
 
Another major finding was the regulatory role of epigenetic modifications including miRNA expression, DNA methylation, and histone 
acetylation in controlling immunometabolic pathways. For instance, miR-155 and miR-146a were repeatedly cited for modulating macrophage 
activation and cytokine signaling, with dysregulation linked to obesity and T2DM progression (Nguyen et al., 2020). These findings suggest that 
epigenetic markers could serve both as early biomarkers and therapeutic targets. Additionally, gut microbiota were central to immunometabolic 
health. Dysbiosis, identified in over 40% of the reviewed studies, was associated with increased intestinal permeability, systemic endotoxemia, 
and altered SCFA production. This microbial imbalance leads to activation of TLRs and inflammasomes, establishing a gut-mediated 
inflammatory feedback loop. As shown in Table 2, therapeutic strategies such as probiotics, prebiotics, and fecal microbiota transplantation 
(FMT) demonstrated potential in restoring microbial balance and reducing inflammation. 
 
Effects of Interventions 
 
The line chart in Figure 4 demonstrated significant reductions in TNF-α, IL-6, and IL-1β levels following various interventions, alongside 
increased adiponectin levels highlighting the capacity of lifestyle and pharmacologic strategies to reverse immunometabolic derangements. 
Notably, pharmacological inhibitors of IL-1β (e.g., canakinumab) and NLRP3 inflammasome blockers (e.g., MCC950) showed marked 
improvements in inflammatory and metabolic markers (López-Pérez et al., 2022). 
 
Lifestyle interventions, including exercise and dietary modulation, improved insulin sensitivity by reducing endoplasmic reticulum stress, 
enhancing mitochondrial function, and promoting anti-inflammatory cytokine release. These findings support an integrated therapeutic approach 
that targets both metabolic and immune dimensions of disease. 
 
Research Objectives 
 
The findings clearly meet the research objectives: 
 
 The first objective, to elucidate molecular pathways involved in immunometabolic crosstalk, was achieved through detailed mapping of 

TLR, NLRP3, mitochondrial, and epigenetic pathways. 
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 The second objective, to assess the role of key tissues and cytokines, was fulfilled via tissue-target analysis and cytokine frequency charts. 
 The third objective, to evaluate current interventions and their molecular impacts, was supported by Tables 2 and 3 and by pre-post cytokine 

comparisons. 

 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Summary of Findings 
 
This study systematically reviewed and synthesized the molecular interrelationships between chronic inflammation and prevalent metabolic 
disordersnamely obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), and metabolic syndrome. Across 40 peer-
reviewed articles from 2020 to 2023, multiple immunological and metabolic pathways were identified as bidirectionally linked through a process 
termed immunometabolic crosstalk. These findings provide compelling evidence that metabolic disorders are not solely the result of caloric 
imbalance or insulin resistance but also of persistent low-grade inflammation orchestrated by immune cells, cytokines, and pathogen recognition 
receptors. The most commonly reported molecular pathways included Toll-like receptor (TLR) signaling, especially TLR4-MyD88-NF-κB 
activation in metabolic tissues, and the NLRP3 inflammasome complex, which catalyzes the maturation and secretion of IL-1β and IL-18. As 
shown in Figure 1 and Table 2, these pathways were activated in response to nutrient overload, microbial toxins, and oxidative stress, all of 
which trigger the infiltration and polarization of immune cells in key organs like adipose tissue, the liver, and the pancreas. 
 
The role of adipose tissue inflammation was particularly prominent. Adipocyte hypertrophy, hypoxia, and lipotoxicity induced infiltration of M1 
macrophages, leading to increased secretion of pro-inflammatory cytokines such as TNF-α, IL-6, and MCP-1. This immune cell infiltration 
altered insulin signaling through serine phosphorylation of insulin receptor substrates, contributing to systemic insulin resistance. Furthermore, 
as illustrated in Figure 2, immune-driven changes in the gut-liver axis played a central role in NAFLD, where intestinal dysbiosis led to 
endotoxemia and hepatic Kupffer cell activation. The review also emphasized the influence of epigenetic regulation such as DNA methylation, 
histone modifications, and microRNA expression on the transcription of inflammatory and metabolic genes. For instance, dysregulation of miR-
155 and miR-146a was frequently observed in studies of obesity and T2DM. Environmental exposures, including poor diet and physical 
inactivity, were shown to reprogram gene expression via these epigenetic mechanisms, which may have long-term immunometabolic 
consequences. Finally, intervention-based studies highlighted the positive impact of anti-inflammatory pharmacotherapies, lifestyle changes, and 
gut microbiota modulation. Figures 3 and 4 illustrated how such interventions led to measurable reductions in pro-inflammatory cytokines and 
improvements in metabolic markers, including elevated adiponectin levels and reduced HOMA-IR scores. Table 3 further demonstrated that 
these interventions varied in effectiveness based on the specific disease context. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The evidence from this review leads to the unequivocal conclusion that chronic low-grade inflammation plays a causative and sustaining role in 
the pathogenesis of metabolic disorders. The dynamic and reciprocal relationship between immune responses and metabolic dysregulation 
referred to as immunometabolic crosstalk is mediated by both exogenous (e.g., microbial LPS, dietary fats) and endogenous (e.g., ROS, 
ceramides, mitochondrial DNA) triggers. Multiple signaling cascades including the TLR-NF-κB axis, NLRP3 inflammasome activation, and 
UPR-mitochondrial cross-signaling function as molecular conduits linking immune activation to metabolic dysfunction. These pathways are 
further modulated by epigenetic mechanisms and the gut microbiota, both of which serve as intermediaries between environmental exposures 
and gene expression. Therefore, metabolic disorders should no longer be viewed solely through a metabolic or endocrinological lens, but as 
chronic immunological conditions with multifactorial drivers. This paradigm shift calls for integrated therapeutic approaches that target not only 
glucose and lipid levels but also immune system activity and tissue inflammation. 
 
Recommendations 
 
A. Recommendations for Future Research 

 
1. Longitudinal Human Cohort Studies 

There is a critical need for prospective studies that explore the temporal relationship between inflammatory markers and the onset of 
metabolic diseases. This will help establish causality and identify predictive biomarkers for early diagnosis. 

2. Integration of Multi-Omics Approaches 
Future investigations should employ genomics, transcriptomics, epigenomics, metabolomics, and metagenomics to develop a systems-
level understanding of immunometabolic crosstalk. 

3. Ethnic and Sex-Based Stratification 
Immunometabolic responses may vary based on ethnicity, sex, and age. Studies should explore population-specific pathways and 
interventions to support precision medicine strategies. 

 
B. Recommendations for Clinical Practice 

 
1. Use of Anti-inflammatory Therapeutics 

Clinicians should consider integrating anti-cytokine agents (e.g., IL-1β antagonists) and inflammasome inhibitors into the treatment 
protocols for patients with severe insulin resistance or NAFLD, particularly when conventional therapies fail. 

2. Incorporation of Biomarker Panels 
Panels that include inflammatory markers (e.g., IL-6, TNF-α, hs-CRP), metabolic indicators (e.g., HOMA-IR, HbA1c), and epigenetic 
profiles could improve diagnostic accuracy and therapeutic monitoring. 

 
C. Recommendations for Public Health Policy 

 
1. Lifestyle Interventions at Scale 

Public health programs must prioritize interventions known to mitigate inflammationsuch as regular physical activity, reduced intake of 
ultra-processed foods, and increased consumption of dietary fiber and fermented foods. 

6629                                     International Journal of Science Academic Research, Vol. 04, Issue 11, pp.6516-6530, November, 2023 



2. Nutritional Labeling for Inflammatory Potential 
In addition to caloric content, food labels should indicate pro-inflammatory potential based on ingredients known to trigger 
immunometabolic activation (e.g., trans fats, fructose). 

3. Educational Campaigns on Immunometabolism 
Public awareness campaigns should highlight the role of chronic inflammation in metabolic disease development, encouraging lifestyle 
choices that foster immunological balance. 

 
This section closes by emphasizing that future strategies for combating metabolic diseases must reflect the interdisciplinary nature of their 
underlying mechanisms. Only by integrating immunology, metabolism, microbiology, and genomics can we design interventions that truly 
reverse disease progression and improve global metabolic health. 
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